
Our mission
To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, 
love, and serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed 
into spiritually renewed disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one 

another and the world.

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

July 24, 2022



from the rector

I N  T H E  N A M E  O F  O U R  L O R D ,
J E S U S  C H R I S T,  W E L C O M E .

Jesus’ fi rst words to His earliest disciples were very simple, “Come, 
follow Me...” (Matthew 4:19) It was a gentle invitation to take seriously 
the wonderful journey of faith found in Christ. For more than 2,000 
years, people of all ages have responded to that invitation through 
a personal decision to follow Jesus Christ in a community of prayer, 
study and service. St. Martin’s is just such a place.

St. Martin’s is a member Church in the Diocese of Texas, The Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America and the greater worldwide 
Anglican Communion consisting of more than 77 million people. 
Our Parish Church considers it a tremendous honor to be a place 
where men, women, youth and children can grow in their personal 
relationship with our Lord, come to know and use their own spiritual 
gifts, and discover a personal ministry to be expressed both in the 
Church, the greater Houston area and beyond.

I want to personally invite you to participate in our worship 
services and as many of our activities and ministries as your own 
commitments and time will allow.

    

    The Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr., Rector

Prayers Before Worship

O Lord, we thank You that You have called us as members of 
Your family into this beautiful house of God. Grant that here 
we may feel Your presence and the beauty of Your peace, and 
that, as we return to our homes and work, we may sense Your 
guiding hand and loving care and be used in the service of our 
neighbors, our nation and the world, and all You send our way, 
through Him Who came not to condemn the world but to save 
it, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOTICE: St. Martin’s is a gun-free campus.
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JULY 24

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK AT

S T. M A RT I N ’ S

Adults

The Word Inspires: Clergy Favorites from Genesis to Revelation
John with the Rev. R. Wesley Arning
10:15-11 a.m. | Bagby Parish Hall

St. Martin’s Clergy will walk through different books that they particularly love, giving an 
overview of the book’s purpose and explaining how it fuels the fi re of faith.

Seekers with the Rev. Dick Elwood
10:15-11 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room

This class is for more senior parishioners for fellowship 
and lectionary-based Bible study. 

For more information about Adult Christian Education,
email Amanda DeViney at adeviney@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Episcopal Youth Community
10:15-11 a.m. | Student Life Center

Grades 6-12 are welcome to join Student Ministries for coffee, 
lemonade, donuts and conversation about the Scriptures shared in worship.

Parents of 6th graders are invited to join EYC this Sunday to learn about Student Ministries.

7-1-7 Students

For more information about 7-1-7 Students
email Student Ministries at students@stmartinsepiscopal.org.
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Children’s Sunday School
10:15-11 a.m. | Children’s Life Center

Over the summer pre-K through fi fth grade children will discuss, play and sing 
about the power of that comes from the Holy Spirit. Childcare is available during all morning 
services for infants through four-year-olds as well.

Chi ldren’s  Min istr y

For more information about Children’s Ministry
email Ashley Monachelli at amonachelli@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

JULY 25-30
Adults

Total Body Tone
Monday, July 25
8:30-9:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

This is a terrifi c way to defi ne, sculpt and build lean muscle that focuses on 
intense isolation exercises with free weights and resistance, ending with abs. Register at
bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Senior Strength Training
Monday, July 25
9:45-10:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

This class is a combination of strength training and basic movements to 
improve balance, fl exibility and overall strength. We have designed this class for those who 
prefer a workout without the added impact to joints. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Saintly Stitchers
Monday, July 25
10 a.m.-noon | Activity Center, Upper Hall East

Saintly Stitchers fi ll St. Martin’s with pew kneelers and other gifts for worship spaces. 
For more information, contact the Rev. Lisa Neilson at lneilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org.
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Line Dancing
Monday, July 25
1-2 p.m. | Activity Center, Upper Hall West, Second Floor

Let’s cha-cha! Line dancing is for everyone! It is a great activity, and you 
will meet people in a fun and relaxed environment. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Boot Camp
Tuesday, July 26
5-6 p.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

Do you need an extra push? Our boot camps will keep you on your toes! We 
want to keep you guessing, so each class is different and will push you out of your comfort 
zone! We will challenge you during every class! We want you to have tons of fun – but be 
prepared to enjoy this high-intensity training! Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

ZUMBA Gold
Tuesday, July 26
10:45-11:45 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

This class is designed for the active adults who are looking for a modifi ed 
version of ZUMBA. Come ready to sweat, and prepare to leave empowered and feeling 
strong! Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Watercolor Painting for Beginners
Monday, July 25
11 a.m.-noon | Activity Center, Game Room

Do you want to learn the basics of watercolor painting? If so, this class is for 
you! Learn how to modify the intensity of color and apply techniques with various types of 
brush strokes to create different effects. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Chair Yoga
Tuesday, July 26
1-2 p.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

Come and enjoy the art of relaxation, breathing, balance and stretching. 
This great workout class will be a complete head-to-toe range of motion while relaxing in 
a chair. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.
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St. Clare’s Needlepoint Guild
Wednesday, July 27
Noon-3 p.m. | Activity Center, Upper Hall East

St. Clare’s Guild undertakes a variety of needlepoint projects in worship spaces 
and for outreach programs. For more information, contact the Rev. Lisa Neilson at
lneilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Live Music
Wednesday, July 27
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. | Bagby Parish Hall

Come have lunch, relax and enjoy live music from various artists.

Senior Strength Training
Wednesday, July 27
9:45-10:45 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

This class is a combination of strength training and basic movements to 
improve balance, flexibility and overall strength. We have designed this class for those who 
prefer a workout without the added impact to joints. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Yogalates
Wednesday, July 27
8:30-9:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

Get a taste of this power-paced Pilates class that will mix traditional yoga 
flows and stretches. Improve your strength, lengthen your muscles, realign your body and 
rejuvenate while releasing the stress from your day. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Throwback Thursday Aerobics
Thursday, July 28
9-10 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room, Second Floor

Old-school aerobics is a throwback from the Jane Fonda days incorporating 
cardio and toning exercises to great hits. This class is a great calorie burner and mood 
lifter. You will fi nd it upbeat and enjoyable. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.
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Parish Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, July 28
7-9 p.m. | Choir Rehearsal Hall

Sing a variety of traditional music in service to the Lord and our congregation.
For more information, contact Dr. David Henning at dhenning@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Line Dancing
Thursday, July 28
1-2 p.m. | Activity Center, Gym, First Floor

Let’s cha-cha! Line dancing is for everyone! It is a great activity, and you 
will meet people in a fun and relaxed environment. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Fri-YAY Full Body Strength
Friday, July 29
10-11 a.m. | Activity Center, Upper Hall East, Second Floor

This is a terrifi c way to defi ne, sculpt and build lean muscle that focuses on 
intense isolation exercises with free weights and resistance, ending with abs. Register at 
bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Balletone
Thursday, July 28
10:45-11:45 a.m. | Activity Center, Fellowship Room, First Floor

Join us for a full body, non-equipment workout that combines high-intensity 
and low-impact exercises. It blends workout techniques from dance, Pilates, fi tness and 
yoga. You will work on core strength, muscular endurance, dynamic balance and fl exibility, 
leaving no muscle untouched. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.

Sterling’s Market
Saturday, July 30 | Rain or Shine
9 a.m.-1 p.m. | Bagby Parish Hall

The mission of Sterling’s Market at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church is to glorify God through 
sharing the Gospel and the bounties of the earth with Parishioners, neighbors and visitors. 
For more information and to volunteer, contact info@sterlingsmarket.org.
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Women

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tuesday, July 26
9-11:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Family Room

Knit and crochet shawls to be blessed for those in need of prayer. For more information, 
contact the Rev. Lisa Neilson at lneilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Blanket Ladies
Wednesday, July 27
10-11:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Family Room

Make receiving blankets for newborn infants at local charity hospitals. For more information, 
contact the Rev. Lisa Neilson at lneilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Mommy and Me
Thursday, July 28
10-11 a.m. | Activity Center, Fellowship Room, First Floor

Join us for a fun mommy-and-me class that enhances socialization with 
mommy during the beginning of a child’s mobility! The environments 
created in this class facilitate sitting, rolling, crawling, creeping, climbing and walking. The 
social bond that develops through group interaction is a key part of child development, and 
allows mommy an opportunity to share ideas and new experiences with baby. For moms 
and babies 0-12 months old. Register at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter.
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HOLY EUCHARIST
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. is a spoken service. Musical pieces in this booklet 

will be skipped or replaced by spoken liturgy, as noted.

V O L U N TA R Y ............................. Symphony 3, “Adagio”
Louis Vierne

Dr. Michael Ging, Organist

The Celebrant greets the People. Following the greeting, all stand.

XH Y M N  4 1 0 .......“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
Mrs. Sarah Ging, Vocalist

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847); Music: Lauda anima, John Goss (1800–1880).

Xindicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers
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Begin on page 323 of “The Book of Common Prayer” (BCP)

Celebrant:	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for 

ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

G L O R I A  (said at 8 a.m.; sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)

Words: Joachim Neander (1650–1680); tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.; Music: Lobe den Herren, melody from Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 
1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863.

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D A Y

Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And with thy spirit.
Celebrant:	 Let us pray. (kneel)
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The Celebrant says the Collect
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply 
upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

T H E  L E S S O N ................................... Colossians 2:6-19

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to 
live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding 
in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, 
and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness 
of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in 
him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him 
also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, 
by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of 
Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you 
were also raised with him through faith in the power of 
God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were 
dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all 
our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with 
its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public 
example of them, triumphing over them in it. Therefore do 
not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink 
or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These are 
only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs 
to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on 
self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, 
puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, and 
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not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, 
nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 
grows with a growth that is from God.

Reader:			  The Word of the Lord.
People:			  Thanks be to God.

All stand.

H Y M N  4 8 8  (vs. 1-2)................................“Be Thou My Vision”

Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860–1935), alt.; 
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874–1948); 
Copyright: Words: This hymn appears courtesy of the Estate of Eleanor Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. 
Music: By permission of Oxford University Press.
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Deacon:		  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke.

People:		  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

T H E  G O S P E L ..........................................Luke 11:1-13

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When 
you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And 
do not bring us to the time of trial.” And he said to them, 
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to 
set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother 
me; the door has already been locked, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence 
he will get up and give him whatever he needs. So I say to 
you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and 
for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will 
give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, 
will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Deacon:			  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:			  Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The lectionary for the day is on page 37.
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H Y M N  4 8 8  (vs. 3)...................................“Be Thou My Vision”

Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860–1935), alt.; 
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874–1948); 
Copyright: Words: This hymn appears courtesy of the Estate of Eleanor Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. 
Music: By permission of Oxford University Press.

Please be seated.

T H E  S E R M O N ..................................... “Master Class”
The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
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T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D  (BCP p. 327)

Celebrant and People
I believe in one God,
	 the Father Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the only-begotten Son of God,
	 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
	 God of God, Light of Light,
	 very God of very God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 being of one substance with the Father;
	 by whom all things were made;
	 who for us men and for our salvation
		  came down from heaven,
	 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
				   Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man;
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered and was buried;
	 and the third day he rose again according to
				   the Scriptures,
	 and ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,
	 and he shall come again, with glory,
		  to judge both the quick and the dead;
	 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
	 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
	 who with the Father and the Son together
				   is worshiped
		  and glorified;
	 who spake by the Prophets.
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	 And I believe one holy catholic and
				   apostolic Church;
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
				   of sins;
	 and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

T H E  P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  (BCP p. 387, 
Form III) (kneel)

Minister and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for thy holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for our Anglican Communion; for the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin; for our Presiding Bishop, Michael; for 
our Bishops, Andy, Jeff, Kai, Hector and Scott; for all bishops, 
priests and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word 
and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the 
nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in thy sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief 
or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise thee for thy saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

For Joe, our President, Greg, our Governor, Sylvester, our 
Mayor, and the Congress and the Courts; for all who serve 
in our armed forces and their families; for persecuted 
Christians; for the security and safety of all those in Ukraine; 
for victims of terror attacks; for an end to war and conflict; 
for victims of natural disasters; for first responders; for those 
suffering from the effects of the Coronavirus; for health 
care workers; for those in the hospitals,__; for those for 
whom our prayers have been requested,__; for those on 
our Continuing Prayer List; for all the blessings of this life, 
especially those remembered today with Altar flowers,__; for 
the dearly departed,__; and we give thanks for their lives and 
pray for their loved ones left behind.

I invite your own prayers and intercessions.

A period of silence, during which people may add their own petitions quietly 
or in the privacy of their hearts.

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect (BCP p. 394)
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked 
faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the glory 
of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Minister says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Minister and People (BCP p. 331)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy 
will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. 
Amen.
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Priest stands and says (BCP p. 332)
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have 
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T H E  P E A C E  (stand)

Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:			  And with thy spirit.

W E L C O M E  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Please be seated.
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For more information, contact Outreach Ministries at
713-985-3811 or outreach@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Your $50 donation will provide 
an underserved child with a 

uniform, shoes and school supplies. 

Options to Donate:

Use the C.C.S.C Back to School 
envelope in the pew.

Text SMEC to 73256 and select 
C.C.S.C. from the drop-down 

menu.

Visit bit.ly/givetosmec and 
select C.C.S.C. from the drop-

down menu.

This is a secure mobile and 
online giving site.

Community 
Christian

Center
Service

For more information, contact Kathy Tellepsen
at 713-301-4786 or kattellepsen@me.com.

This program meets on 
the fourth Monday of each 
month 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in 
Bagby Parish Hall.

For church members and 
others in our community who 
experience memory loss

GATHERINGTHE

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

JULY 25    RODNEY RASBERRY
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Join us for some fun “mystery” adventures 
around the city of Houston.

bit.ly/717summerhangouts
REGISTRATION  |  $40/DAY

Students entering 6th  –  12th grade
July 26 and July 28  |  9 a.m.  –  4 p.m.

 

Proceeds from Sterling’s Market benefit outreach ministries in our community.

BAGBY PARISH HALL

WEDNESDAYS
JULY 27 and AUGUST 17 | 3-7 P.M.

INDOOR

POP-UP MARKET

Food trucks outside for your 
dining enjoyment.
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For more information or to volunteer, 
visit sterlingsmarket.org

Proceeds benefit St. Martin’s Outreach 
Ministries in our community.

Saturday, July 30  |  9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Rain or shine | St. Martin’s

VBS RALLY DAY

JOIN US AS WE KICK-OFF A WONDERFUL WEEK OF VBS!
“ Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him  

with joyful songs.” - Psalm 100:1

July 31  |  9:15 a.m.  |  The Family Table
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MONDAYS
Total Body Tone
8:30–9:30 a.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor
Senior Strength Training
9:45–10:45 a.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor
Beginner Watercolor Class
11 a.m.–noon | Game Room, First Floor
Line Dancing
1–2 p.m. | Upper Hall West, Second Floor

TUESDAYS
ZUMBA Gold
10:45–11:30 a.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor
Chair Yoga
1–2 p.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor
Boot Camp
5–6 p.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor

WEDNESDAYS
Yogalates
8:30–9:30 a.m. | Aerobics Room
Senior Strength Training
9:45–10:45 a.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor

THURSDAYS
Throwback Thursday Aerobics
9–10 a.m. | Aerobics Room, Second Floor
Mommy and Me
10–11 a.m. | Fellowship Room, First Floor
Balletone
10:45–11:30 a.m. | Fellowship Room, First Floor
Line Dancing
1–2 p.m. | Gym Floor

FRIDAYS
Fri-YAY Full Body Strength
10–11 a.m. | Upper Hall East, Second Floor

bit.ly/smecactivitycenter
Register for classes at:

ST. MARTIN’S

SHOPPE

SALE
SIDEWALK

AUGUST 7–11
Sunday | 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Monday – Thursday
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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ST. MARTIN’S IS HERE FOR YOU!
GOD LOVES YOU!

General Questions
Contact the Reception Desk at 713-621-3040.

Prayer Requests
Contact the Prayer Request Line at 713-830-4124,

or Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or
vrivera@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

After Hours Emergencies
Call 713-621-3040 and press 2 to reach the Priest on Call.

Death Notifi cations and Funerals
Contact Cyndy Ensign at 713-985-3808 or

censign@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

St. Martin’s welcomes all pastoral questions 
and concerns. During the summer, our 
Clergy are not always available due to 

vacations, so we ask you please use the 
methods detailed below when you need 

Pastoral Care Services. It ensures a timely 
response to your needs.
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Bits of Heaven
A Summer Companion
“In this wonderful, refreshing, and powerful book, an experienced 
Rector holds your hand and takes you through the eternal truths 
that can shape and enhance a life. With humor and anecdote, he 
helps you understand the gift of faith. As you plan your summer, this 
is a must read addition. With this book, Russ Levenson is becoming 
the fi nest writer of devotional texts in the Episcopal Church today.”

– The Very Reverend Ian Markham, Dean and President of Virginia Theological Seminary

“The traditional Anglican term for the days and weeks of summer is ‘Ordinary Time,’ but 
this small but potent book is anything but. It is an extraordinary gift to all of us from Russ 
Levenson, priest and pastor.”

– Jon Meacham, Former Editor and Chief of Newsweek and Executive Editor 
and Executive Vice President of Random House

Seasonal Book by the Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr.
A portion of proceeds goes to support Outreach Ministries at St. Martin’s

Church Publishing Incorporated products are available by calling 800-242-1918, visiting churchpublishing.org, 
St. Martin’s Gift Shoppe, through any Episcopal bookstore, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Cokesbury, Christian Book 

Distributors, books-A-million and Kindle or wherever fi ne Christian products are sold.

Come by and discover delicious 
specialties prepared daily by

Chef Julio and his team.

Enjoy our hot meal entrées, 
sandwiches, salad bar, baked 
potato bar, desserts and more!

Visit our webpage for more 
information:

bit.ly/cafestmartins

Café
ST. MARTIN’S

Mondays-Wednesdays
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Thursdays
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Bagby Parish Hall
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Paris and Normandy River Cruise 
on the Seine 
with Guest Speakers the Rev. Dr. Russell Levenson, Jr.  
and Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch

Join Guest Speakers Rev. Dr. Russell Levenson, Jr. and Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch 
on a nine-day Paris and Normandy River Cruise on the Seine, starting 
at $4,198 departing on May 24, 2023. Journey to places such as Paris, 
Normandy Beaches, Vernon and much more!

For more information, visit bit.ly/2023RiverCruise

The Rev. Dr.  
Russell Levenson, Jr.

Lt. Gen.  
Rick Lynch

9
Days in 
France!

TRADITIONAL SERVICES IN THE CHURCH

There are many wonderful opportunities at St. Martin’s 
to use your gifts and help others connect with God.
If you are interested in serving in one of our worship 
ministries or have any questions, please contact us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact Worship Services Coordinator Barbara Piana 

at 713-830-4116 or bpiana@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Acolyte Lydia’s GuildGreeter and 
Welcome Ministry 

SERVE IN WORSHIP
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WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 

Select or Earmark gifts 
with Wyoming when you: 

Text SMEC to 73256

GIVE ONLINE: bit.ly/smecwaystogive

OR SEND YOUR CHECK TO:
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, 
717 Sage Road, Houston, TX  

BEQUESTS: Contact: Director of 
Development  Ashley Pratka at 
apratka@stmartinsepiscopal.org  
or 346-335-8658

TRANSFER OF ASSETS: Pledging 
and setting up a recurring gift online 
helps you and the church budget. 

LEARN MORE AT: bit.ly/smecwaystogive

LUNCH & LEARN: 
INTRODUCTION TO 
ANXIETY DISORDERS

FREE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

CAROLINA VARGAS
GATEWAY TO HOPE'S COMMUNITY EDUCATION COORDINATOR

FROM THE HOPE AND HEALING CENTER & INSTITUTE

PRESENTED BY:

AUG. 4

Register today at bit.ly/gateway-to-hope

Thursday   |   Noon-12:45 p.m.
GTH Webinar
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T H E  O F F E R T O R Y

A N T H E M ............................................“Panis Angelicus”
César Franck

Panis angelicus, fit panis hominum, Dat panis cœlicus figuris 
terminum. O res mirabilis manducat Dominum, Pauper, pauper, servus 
et humilis. Te trina Deitas unaque poscimus: Sic nos tu visita, sicut 
te colimus; Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus, Ad lucem quam 
inhabitas. Amen. 

The angelic bread becomes the bread of humanity; The heavenly 
bread ends all prefigurations: What wonder! The Lord is consumed 
by a poor and humble servant. Triune God, We beg of you: visit 
us, just as we worship you. By your ways, lead us where we are 
heading, to the light in which you dwell. Amen.
Text: St. Thomas Aquinas; Music: Cesar Franck; Text: Sacris Solemnis, Stanza 6, St. Thomas Aquinas; © 1908,G. Schirmer, 
Boston; 1910, G. Schirmer, Boston.

AT  T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Doxology)
Celebrant:	 All things come of thee, O Lord;
People:		  And of thine own have we given thee.

D O X O L O G Y ..................................................Old 100th

Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637–1711); Music: Old 100th, 
melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?–1561?).
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T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G  (BCP p. 340) (stand)

Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts.
People:	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People:	 It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should 
at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us 
in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

S A N C T U S  A N D  B E N E D I C T U S

Celebrant and People (said at 8 a.m.; sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)

John Merbecke, 1549. Copyright © 1940, 1943, 1961. The Church Pension Fund.



27

The Celebrant continues (BCP p. 341) (kneel)
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst 
create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own 
image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and 
in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all 
of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which 
is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do 
this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do 
celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now 
offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded 
us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion 
and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; and looking for his coming again with power 
and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, 
to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may 
be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son 
Jesus Christ.
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And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this 
Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with 
thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and 
all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that 
he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold 
to say,

T H E  L O R D ’S  P R A Y E R  (BCP p. 336)

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Fraction Anthem)
Celebrant:	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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F R A C T I O N  A N T H E M ....................... Celtic Alleluia

Text: Celtic Alleluia, Christopher Walker; Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker; © 1985, Fintan 
O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, public by OCP Publications. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under 
LicenSingOnline #U3219.

P R A Y E R  O F  H U M B L E  A C C E S S  (BCP p. 337)

Then may be said
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of 
thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant says the Invitation. (BCP p. 338)

Distribution of the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. Please tell the priest 
administering Communion if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.

A N T H E M ...............................................“Domine Deus”
Antonio Vivaldi

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. Domine Fili 
unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.

Lord God, King of Heaven, God the Father Almighty. Lord only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father.
Music: Antonio Vivaldi.
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H Y M N .................................................. “How Great Thou Art”
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Words: Stuart K. Hine (b. 1899); Music: Swedish Folk Melody; arr. Stuart K. Hine; Copyright: Words and 
arr. © 1953. Renewed 1981 MANNA MUSIC, INC. 15510 Stanford, Suite 101, Valencia, CA 91355. 
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.

H Y M N .......................................................... “I Love You, Lord”

Text and Music: Laurie Klein; (c) 1978 by House of Mercy Music.  All rights reserved, UBP. CCLI #805314.
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H Y M N  6 9 3 .......................................................“Just As I Am”

Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789–1871); Music: Woodworth, William Batchelder Bradbury (1816–1868).
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray. (BCP p. 339)

The People may join in saying this prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank 
thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 
us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we 
may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen.

At 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., after the Post-Communion Prayer, members of the 
Shepherd’s Guild may come forward. The priest or deacon gives the Sacrament 
to the Eucharistic visitors, saying
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with 
us the Communion of Christ’s body and blood. We who are 
many are one body, because we share one bread, one cup. 
Amen.

 

T H E  B L E S S I N G

All stand.
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H Y M N  5 3 7 ......................“Christ for the World We Sing”

Words: Samuel Wolcott (1813–1886); Music: Moscow, melody Felice de Giardini (1716–1796); harm. The 
New Hymnal, 1916 based on Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792–1892).
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T H E  D I S M I S S A L

A Minister says the dismissal
People:			  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

O R G A N  V O L U N TA R Y

Personal prayers are available at the west Side Chapel after this service.

RECOGNITIONS

F L O W E R S  G I V E N  T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D
In thanksgiving for the baptism of Frederick Anders Vanker
 by the Childers family

B A P T I S M S
July 16  Scott Key Lord
   Emilia Wren Nesmith
   Clara Lee Roff
   Grace Marie Roff

S Y M PAT H Y
July 14  Rolan Wilson Walton

July 15  Mary Lou Andrews Leyh

To mark a special occasion with an altar fl ower dedication, visit
bit.ly/ChurchFlowers or contact Barbara Piana at 713-830-4116.
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SERMON NOTES
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OTHER READINGS FOR THE DAY

T H E  O L D  T E S TA M E N T .................................... Hosea 1:2-10

When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, 
take for yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, 
for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” So he 
went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and 
bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for in a 
little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and 
I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day 
I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” She conceived 
again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her 
Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or 
forgive them. But I will have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save 
them by the Lord their God; I will not save them by bow, or by sword, 
or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen.” When she had weaned Lo-
ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord said, “Name 
him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not your God.” Yet 
the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, 
which can be neither measured nor numbered; and in the place where 
it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, 
“Children of the living God.”

T H E  P S A L M .....................................................................Psalm 85

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you have restored the 
good fortune of Jacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 
and blotted out all their sins. You have withdrawn all your fury and 
turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. Restore us then, O 
God our Savior; let your anger depart from us. Will you be displeased 
with us for ever? Will you prolong your anger from age to age? Will 
you not give us life again, that your people may rejoice in you? Show 
us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. I will listen to what 
the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. Truly, his salvation is very 
near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. Mercy 
and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other. Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall 
look down from heaven. The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and 
our land will yield its increase. Righteousness shall go before him, and 
peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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Continuing prayers

Individuals are included on the Continuing Prayers list for numerous reasons, some of which 
may include recovery from illness, thanksgiving or need for support for special ministry and 
mission. In addition to praying for participants in cancer support groups, the Alzheimer’s 
Caregiver’s Support Group and The Gathering, this week please pray for the following:

Bobbie Adams
Jeri Ann Adams
Harvey Altmann
Katie Altmann
Patsy Angel 
Shelly Bain
Susan Beeley
Jack Beeson
Missy Belote
Anne Berry
Alli Blackman
Cory Blackman
Grace Blake
Jose Luis Bravo
Dianne Brock
Mark Burchard
Harry Burrow
Jane Cabes
Elinor Christian
Richard Colvin, Jr.
Higdon Compton, Jr.
Lynn Conine
Beth Costa
Gail Davis
Mac Davis
Sue Davis
Tommy W. Davis
Louis DelHomme
Bobby deSosa
Betty DeVerter
Margaret Dickey
Chase Dixon
Katharine Dorinda
Kiersten Dyke
Jim Easterling
Stacey Elliott
Mayfield Family

Charles Flores
Michael Foster
Matt Fryar
Brad Gallion
Max Goodloe
Nancy Gore
Hollis, McKay and 

Rand Grace
Shea Guinn
Gladys Halbouty
Amelia Harrington
Walesk Harvey
Elizabeth Hill
Mollie Hill
Jeff Holden
Wayne Hollis
Kim Holway
Jack and Lee Hunnell
Nicole Jabbari
Ronnie Jacobe, Jr. 
Karen Johnson
Pat Jones
Muriel Kearby Albaral
Paige Laird
Sherman Lasker
Amy Lee
Stan Leong
McKenna Letsos
Shawn Levenson
Nancy Liles
Martha Ann Linden
Roberta Lloyd
Ryan Logan
Marie Lord
Robert Maedgen, Jr.
Jaclyn Manning
Greg Martin

Please be advised that we will be updating the Continuing Prayers list twice a year in the 
weeks before Easter and All Saints’ Day. Names will remain on the prayer list for six months. 
To put someone on the Continuing Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 
or vrivera@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Brad Martin 
Jeffrey Martinson
Pat Marymee
Michelle McStravick
Hal Means
Christine Nguyen
Benice Nwabueze
Judy and Jay O’Connor
Jim Paddock
Troy Phillips
Jimmy Prentice
Ophelia Pujol
Barbara Quackenbush
Robert Rosales
Baker Rudolph
Virginia Runnels
Brady Samuelson
Jim Sanitato
Ellie Schilling
Helen and Jim Shaffer
Megan Sharkey
Clif Shoemake
Richard Smith
Bob Spencer
Jim and Jan Stokes
Aaron Strong
Susan Strother
Julie Stulken
Nancy Talbot
Paul Therrien
Carlotta Thomas
Millie Tonn
Jane Touchstone
H. Michael Tyson
Randy Vander Naillen
Mae Joyce and 

Grant Wagner
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Continuing prayers

Capt. Cody Horr
Maj. Wesley J. Hunnell
Dallas Wayne Hunter
Staton Jobe
Lt. Cmdr. Kory Krebs
Krystal Martinez
PV2 Wills Masterson
1st Lt. Ben Matthews
Ensign Ben Morris
1st Lt. Jack Mullen
2nd Lt. Alex Mullen

SSgt Clint Bahme
Lt. Col. Julian Benton
1st Lt. Benjamin Brown
Lt. Col. Chris Davis
Wesley Dodd
James Drury III
James Eilers
Major Parker Firestone
Capt. Dom Flatt
1st Lt. Will Golinkin
LCDR Bradley Hoffman

Names we have received of those in the Armed Forces:

Lt. Holly E. Pace
James W. Peoples
Lt. Paul Piana
LCMR David A. Pilko
Lt. Col. Thomas Plant
PO1 Brian Powell
SPC Joel Rowell
Maj. Christian Schleider
1st Lt. Grant Suter
1st Lt. Luke Voss

Becky Wareing
Charles Warren
Mary Waters
Charles Werlla
James Wilkerson
Tim Womack
Eric Zoerb
Barbara 
Ben 
Betsey 
Casey 

Elizabeth 
Henry 
Jana 
Jane  
Kathryn 
Laura 
Lauren 
Leslie 
Lorrie 
Marilyn 
Mark 

Mary Jane 
Matthew 
Oran 
RC 
Sally 
Thomas 
Victor and Barbara 
Willie 
Woody
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OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

Dr. David Henning
Director of Music and Parish Organist
dhenning@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Mr. Kevin Riehle
Choral Director of Adult Choir
kriehle@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries
cnelson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Vestry Executive Committee

Mr. Matt Anderson, Senior Warden
Mrs. Diane Campbell, Junior Warden
Mrs. Casey Hedges, Missions Chair
Mr. Tommy Ford, Treasurer
Mr. Gib Surles, Clerk
Mr. Jim Hibbert, Past Senior Warden
Mr. Bob Heston, Jr., Parish Stewardship Chair
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mrs. Michelle Bain
Mrs. Nancy Bynon
Mrs. Elizabeth Dukes
Mrs. Whitney Gormley
Mr. Ryan LaRue
Mr. Dan Meyer
Mr. Matt Mogas
Mr. Roy W. Nichol
Mr. Bob Parkey
The Hon. John Wooldridge

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, III, Special 
Counsel to the Vestry*

Mr. Jon Clarkson, Senior Council 
Representative 2022-2023

Mr. Richard Nelson, Senior Council 
Representative 2022-2023

Mrs. Janet Hoover, Altar Guild President 
2022-2023

Mrs. Dee Frappier, ECW President
 2022-2023
Mr. Jim McCulloch, Men of St. Martin’s 

President 2022-2023
Mr. Bob Porter, Usher Representative
 2022-2023

*Chancellor and Special Counsel are associate positions, fi lled 
at the discretion of the Rector.

S T.  M A R T I N ’S  V E S T R Y

Mrs. Ashley Monachelli
Director of Children’s Ministry
amonachelli@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Mrs. Kathy Johnson
Director of Membership
kjohnson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

S U N D A Y  P R O G R A M  S TA F F

Mr. Tommy Ford
Vestry Representative
Evening

Mrs. Whitney Gormley
Vestry Representative
Morning
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OUR CLERGY

The Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr.
Rector
lhough@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Martin J. Bastian
Vice-Rector
mbastian@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Dr. Susannah E. McBay, Ph.D.
Associate for Christian Education
and Riverway
smcbay@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham III
Associate for Children and
Family Ministries
agraham@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Lisa R. Neilson
Associate for Pastoral Care and 
Women’s Ministries
lneilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Jane P. Ferguson
Associate for Family and
Student Ministries
jferguson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Associate for Outreach, Pastoral Care 
and Women’s Ministries
scox@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Young Adults and Small 
Group Ministry
rwarning@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. John D. Sundara
Vicar for Worship and Evangelism
jsundara@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. James (Jim) E. Cunningham
Deacon Emeritus
jcunningham@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Nicolas (Nick) R. D. Dyke
Pastoral Associate
ndyke@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Richard (Dick) H. Elwood
Pastoral Associate
delwood@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Gillian (Gill) B. Keyworth
Deacon
gkeyworth@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Jesus, The Christ
The Head of This Church
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