SEVENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

July 16, 2023

OUR MISSION

To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, love, and
serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed into spiritually renewed
disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one another and the world.



FROM THE RECTOR

IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD,
JESUS CHRIST, WELCOME.

Jesus’ first words to His earliest disciples were very simple, “Come, follow Me...”

(Matthew 4:19) It was a gentle invitation to take seriously the wonderful journey
of faith found in Christ. For more than 2,000 years, people of all ages have
responded to that invitation through a personal decision to follow Jesus Christ in
a community of prayer, study and service. St. Martin’s is just such a place.

St. Martin’s is a member Church in the Diocese of Texas, The Episcopal Church
in the United States of America and the greater worldwide Anglican Communion
consisting of more than 77 million people. Our Parish Church considers it a
tremendous honor to be a place where men, women, youth and children can
grow in their personal relationship with our Lord, come to know and use their
own spiritual gifts, and discover a personal ministry to be expressed both in the
Church, the greater Houston area and beyond.

I'want to personally invite you to participate in our worship services and as many
of our activities and ministries as your own commitments and time will allow.

The Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr., Rector

Prayers Before Worship

O Lord, we thank You that You have called us as members of Your family
into this beautiful house of God. Grant that here we may feel Your presence
and the beauty of Your peace, and that, as we return to our homes and
work, we may sense Your guiding hand and loving care and be used in
the service of our neighbors, our nation and the world, and all You send
our way, through Him Who came not to condemn the world but to save
it, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOTICES
St. Martin’s is a gun-free campus.
St. Martin’s asks that anyone coming into a worship service not bring oversized or large backpacks.
“indicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARTIN’S

JULY 16

Adults

8+ with the Rev. John Sundara
8:55-9:25 a.m. | Chapel Reception Hall

This class is a Clergy-led coffee and discussion following the 8 a.m. service. Each class focuses on
one of the lectionary readings for the day.

Just For Summer
The Lectionary Speaks
10:15-11 a.m. | Bagby Parish Hall

This class will focus on passages from the Sunday lectionary. What is each lesson saying? How do
the Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel lessons connect with each other? Join us and bring
your worship booklet.

Seekers with the Rev. Dick Elwood
10:15-11 a.m. | Activity Center, Aerobics Room

This class is for more senior parishioners for fellowship and lectionary-based Bible study.

For more information about Adult Christian Education, contact Amanda DeViney at
713-830-4110 or adeviney @stmartinsepiscopal.org.

7-1-7 Students

Episcopal Youth Community
10:15-11 a.m. | Student Life Center

Grades 6-12 are welcome to join Student Ministries for coffee, lemonade, donuts and conversation
about the Scriptures shared in worship.
Those who finished fifth grade are now part of Student Ministries.

For more information about 7-1-7 Students, contact Florence Ritchie at
713-985-3843 or students @stmartinsepiscopal.org.



Children’s Ministry

Sunday Fun Day
10:15-11 a.m. | Activity Center

Please see page 31 for details about this exciting event for children.

For more information about Children’s Ministry, contact Rocio Velazquez at
713-985-3807 or rvelazquez @stmartinsepiscopal.org.

JULY 17-22
Adults

Saintly Stitchers
Monday, July 17
10 a.m.-noon | Activity Center, Upper Hall East

Saintly Stitchers fill St. Martin’s with pew kneelers and other gifts for worship spaces. For more
information, contact the Rev. Sharron Cox at 713-830-4131 or scox @ stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tuesday, July 18
9-11:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Family Room

Knit and crochet shawls to be blessed for those in need of prayer. For more information, contact the
Rev. Sharron Cox at 713-830-4131 or scox @stmartinsepiscopal.org.

Blanket Ministry
Wednesday, July 19
10-11:30 a.m. | Activity Center, Family Room

Make receiving blankets for newborn infants at local charity hospitals. For more information, contact
the Rev. Sharron Cox at 713-830-4131 or scox @ stmartinsepiscopal.org.

St. Clare’s Needlepoint Guild
Wednesday, July 19
Noon-3 p.m. | Activity Center, Upper Hall East

St. Clare’'s Guild undertakes a variety of needlepoint projects in worship spaces and for
outreach programs. For more information, contact the Rev. Sharron Cox at 713-830-4131 or
scox @stmartinsepiscopal.org.



Summer Fun at Sterling’s Market
Saturday, July 22 | Rain or Shine
9 a.m.-1 p.m. | Corner of Woodway and Sage

Sterling’'s Market at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church glorifies God through sharing the Gospel and
the bounties of the earth with Parishioners, neighbors and visitors. For more information and to
volunteer, contact Sarah-Hampton Cambas at 713-985-3848 or info @sterlingsmarket.org.



HOLY EUCHARIST

Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. is a spoken service. Musical pieces in this booklet will be skipped or
replaced by spoken liturgy, as noted.

VOLUNTARY oo, “Praeludium”
Dietrich Buxtehude

The Celebrant greets the People. Following the greeting, all stand.
“HYMN 618 .. “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”



Words: John Athelstan Laurie Riley (1858-1945); Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserle Catholische Geistliche Kirch A
1623; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958); Copyright: Words, Music: By permission of Oxford University Press.
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705539.

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



‘GLORIA (said at 8 a.m., sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)
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Words: Joachim Neander (1650—1680); tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.; Music: Lobe den Herren, melody from Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm.
The Chorale Book for England, 1863.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray. (kneel)

The Celebrant says the Collect

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon
you, and grant that they may know and understand what things they
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.



THE LESSON oo, Genesis 25:19-34

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was
the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married
Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of
Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she
was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah
conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If

it 1s to be this way, why do I live?”” So she went to inquire of the Lord.
And the Lord said to her,

“Iwo nations are in your womb,

and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,

the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.
The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named
him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping
Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when
she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field,
while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because

he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field,
and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red
stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said,
“First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what
use 1s a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus

Esau despised his birthright.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand.



*HYMN 512 (o5 72) oo “Come, Gracious Spirit”

Words: Simon Browne (1680—1732), alt.; Music: Mendon, melody from Methodist Harmonist, 1981; adapt. and harm. Lowell Mason
(1792-1872).



Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according

to Matthew.
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.
THE GOSPEL ..o Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The lectionary for the day is on pages 26-27.



*HYMN 512 (05349 o “Come, Gracious Spirit”

Words: Simon Browne (1680—1732), alt.; Music: Mendon, melody from Methodist Harmonist, 1981; adapt. and harm. Lowell Mason
(1792-1872).

Please be seated.

THE SERMON ..., “The Difficulties of Gardening”
Myr. Gregory W. Cross
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THE NICENE CREED stand)

Celebrant and People

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation

came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to
the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together

is worshiped
and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
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And I believe one holy catholic and
apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE kneet)

Minister and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for thy holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly
serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai and Hector, our bishops; the Clergy
of this Parish; in the Anglican Communion cycle of prayer, for the
Anglican Church of Canada; for all bishops, priests and deacons.

That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Joe, our President, Greg, our Governor, Sylvester, our
Mayor, and the Congress and the Courts; and for all who govern and
hold authority in the nations of the World;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in thy sight.

We pray for those for whom our prayers have been requested,
especially ___; for those who are hospitalized, especially ___; and for
those on our continuing prayer list; have compassion on those who
suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

We pray for those who have died, especially ___; give to the departed
eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

12



We give thee thanks for all the blessings of this life, especially those
remembered today with Altar flowers, ___; and we praise thee for thy
saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.

In this moment of silence, let us pray for our own needs and those
of others.

A period of silence, during which people may add their own petitions quietly in the privacy of
their hearts.

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name
of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in
our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and
love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Minister says

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
A moment of silence is observed.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy
Name. Amen.

Celebrant stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all

goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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THE PEACE @tand

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Please be seated.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please see page 31 for upcoming events.

THE OFFERTORY

ANTHEM . “For the Beauty of the Earth”
John Rutter

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love
which from our birth over and around us lies: Lord of all to thee we
raise, this our hymn of grateful praise. For the beauty of each hour, of
the day and of the night. Hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and
moon and stars of light: Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn
of grateful praise. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent,
child, friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and
mild: Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise. For
each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given, graces human
and divine, flowers of earth and buds of heaven: Lord of all to thee we
raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.

Text: F.S. Pierpoint (1835-1917).

AT THE PRESENTATION (tand)

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Doxology)
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord;
People: And of thine own have we given thee.

14



DOXOLOGY e Old 100th

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711); Music: Old 700th, melody from Pseaumes octante
trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?—-1561?).

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.

Itis very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times,
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty,
everlasting God.

Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in thine
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising
thee, and saying,

15



SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Celebrant and People

John Merbecke, 1549. Copyright © 1940, 1943, 1961. The Church Pension Fund.

The Celebrant continues (kneel)

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven
and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made
there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute,
and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory
of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when
he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take, eat, this 1s my Body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood
of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance
of me.”
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Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate
and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee,
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again
with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us,
and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts
of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of
thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present
unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech
thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ,
and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that
he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our

Lord,;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Fraction Anthem)
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM .o, Celtic Alleluia

Text: Celtic Alleluia, Christopher Walker; Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker; © 1985, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher
Walker, public by OCP Publications. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under LicenSingOnline #U3219.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

Then may be said by the Celebrant and People

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant says the Invitation.

All Christians who have been baptized with water and in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and are permitted to receive Holy Communion in their own

church are welcome to do so on this occasion. If you do not wish to receive one or both Elements,

cross your arms over your chest and the Clergy will give you a blessing. Please tell the priest
administering Communion if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.
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ANTHEM . “Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One”

Healey Willan

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; for lo, the winter is past,
the rain 1s over and gone; the flowers appear upon the earth; the time
of the singing of birds is come.

Words: Song of Solomon © 1929 Oxford University Press.

HYMN o “O Lord, Hear Our Prayer”

Title: O Lord hear my pray’r; Words: Psalm 102; Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994); Copyright: Music: © 1984 Taizé, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705539.
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HYMN 335 e, “T Am the Bread of Life”

20



Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927), adapt. from John 6; Music: / Am the Bread of Life, Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); arr. Betty Pulkingham
(b. 1928); Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1971 G.L.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago. Music: © 1970, 1975, Celebration. All Rights
Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705539.
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HYMN e “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

Title: Take My Hand, Precious Lord; Words: Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-1993); Music: Thomas A. Dorsey; arrs. Horace Clarence Boyer
(1935-2010); Copyright: Word and Musi 1938 by Hill & Range Songs, Inc. Copyright Renewed, assigned to Unichappel Music, Inc.
(Rightsong Music Publisher). International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Arr. © 1992 Horace Clarence Boyer.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says (kneel)
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,
world without end. Amen.

At 9and 11:15 a.m., after the Post-Communion Prayer, members of the Shepherd’s Guild may
come forward. The priest or deacon gives the Sacrament to the Eucharistic visitors, saying

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us the Communion of
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we
share one bread, one cup. Amen.

THE BLESSING

All stand.
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HYMN 632 . “O Christ, the World Incarnate”

Words: William Walsham How (1823-1897), alt.; Music: Munich, melody from New-vermehrtes und zu jbung Christl. Gottseligkeit
eingerichietes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693; adapt. and harm. Felix Mendelssohn (1807-1847).
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THE DISMISSAL

The Minister says the Dismissal
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

VOLUNTARY . “In Thee 1s Joy”
Johann Sebastian Bach

Personal prayers are available at the west Side Chapel after this service.

RECOGNITIONS

E BIRTHS
Feb. 1 Spencer Daniel Hilton
Son of Julia and Daniel Hilton

Grandson of Liz and Robert Rigney

Feb. 21 Lucille Elizabeth Medrano
Daughter of Laura Lee and Cole Medrano

w BAPTISMS

July 8 Sage Noelle Feldman
James Frank Snelling IV
Theodore Danny Wu
SYMPATHY
o
. June 30 Ruth Weathers Giampietro
July 5 The Hon. Jack Morris Rains

To mark a special occasion with an altar flower dedication,
visit bit.ly/smecaltarflowers or contact Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam
at relhakam@stmartinsepiscopal.org.
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READINGS FOR THE DAY

THE PSALM e Psalm 65: 1-14

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.
2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *
because of their transgressions.
3 Our sins are stronger than we are, *
but you will blot them out.
4 Happy are they whom you choose
and draw to your courts to dwell there! *
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,
by the holiness of your temple.
5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of our salvation, *
O Hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.
6 You make fast the mountains by your power; *
they are girded about with might.
7 You still the roaring of the seas, *
the roaring of their waves,
and the clamor of the peoples.
8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
marvelous signs; *
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.]
9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God 1s full of water.
10 You prepare the grain, *
for so you provide for the earth.
11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
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READINGS FOR THE DAY

12 You crown the year with your goodness, *
and your paths overflow with plenty.
13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *
and the hills be clothed with joy.
14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *
let them shout for joy and sing.

THE EPISTLE .o, Romans 8:1-11

There 1s no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of
sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law-- indeed it cannot, and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.
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CONTINUING PRAYERS

Individuals are included on the Continuing Prayers list for numerous reasons, some of which may include
recovery from illness, thanksgiving or need for support for special ministry and mission. In addition to
praying for participants in cancer support groups, the Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group and The
Gathering, this week please pray for the following:

Bobbie Adams
Carolyn Alban

Katie and Harvey Altmann
Patsy Angel

Judith Arnold

Shelly Bain

Denice Bass

Bob Beeley

Cory Blackman
Dianne Brock
Nancy Burrows

Paul Case

Doug Clarke

Robin Cogdell
Higdon Compton, Jr.
Gail Davis

Marcella Davis
Susan Davis

Tommy W. Davis
Bobby de Sosa
Linda de Sosa

Don DeWalch

Ross Dunn

Kiersten Dyke
Stacey and John Elliott
Nancy Ellison
Charles Flores

Alan Funderburg
Nancy Gore

Shea Guinn

Cissy Gully

Gladys Halbouty
Mollie Hill

JoLynne Huddelston
Marilyn Ingham
Nicole Jabbari

Mary Anne Kannard
Dick Kilday

Amy Lacy

Reggie Lang

Stan Leong
Shawn Levenson
Patricia Levy
Nancy Liles
Nicole Lockney
Ryan Logan
Marie Lord
Jeffrey Martinson
Jack Mayfield
Deanna McCool
Janet McDaniel
Sandra McHenry
Shannon McNally
Michelle McStravick
Kate Moorman
Andrew O’Malley
Bob Paddock

Jim Paddock
Carol Postal
Stephen Preston
Ophelia Pyjol
Heather Rathnau
Ted Reed

Joan Scales

Helen and Jim Shaffer

Caroline Shanahan
P.K. Sharkey

Clif Shoemake
Bob Spencer

Jan and Jim Stokes
Julie Stulken

Paul Therrien
Carlotta Thomas
John Treanor
Christine Turner

Mae Joyce and Grant Wagner

Mike Webb
Charles Werlla

Allison Williams
Walt Williams
Eric Zoerb
Catherine
Charlie
Elizabeth

Eric and family
Henry

Holden

Jay

Laura

Len

Martha

Mary Jane
Susan

Tom

Please be advised that we will be updating the Continuing Prayers list twice a year in the weeks before Easter
and All Saints’ Day. Names will remain on the prayer list for six months. To put someone on the Continuing
Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or vrivera@stmartinsepiscopal.org.
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CONTINUING PRAYERS

Names we have received of those in the Armed Forces:

SSgt Clint Bahme
Lt. Col. Julian Benton
Ist Lt. Benjamin Brown
Lt. Col. Chris Davis
Wesley Dodd
Sgt. James Drury I1I
James Eilers
Major Parker Firestone
Capt. Dom Flatt
Ist Lt. Will Golinkin
LCDR Bradley R. Hoffman

Capt. Cody Horr

Maj. Wesley J. Hunnell
Dallas Wayne Hunter
2nd Lt. Stephen A. Jeckovich
Staton Jobe

Lt. Cmdr. Kory Krebs
Krystal Martinez

PV2 Wills Masterson
Ensign Ben Morris

Ist Lt. Jack Mullen
2nd Lt. Alex Mullen
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James W. Peoples

Lt. Paul Piana

LCMR David A. Pilko
Lt. Col. Thomas C. Plant
PO1 Brian M. Powell
SPC Joel Rowell

Maj. Christian Schleider
Ist Lt. Grant Suter

CPO Evan Tomlin



SERMON NOTES

30



Just 4

Sununer

The Lectionary
Speaks

SUMMER ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
AT ST. MARTIN’S

Sundays through Aug. 20
10:15 a.m.—11 a.m. « Bagby Parish Hall

St. Martin’s yearly summer adult education class is focusing on
passages from the Sunday lectionary. What is each lesson saying?
How do the Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel lessons
connect with each other? Join us and bring your worship booklet.

For more information, contact Liz Gallien at
Igallien@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 713-830-4139.

SI. mnklin's€3

(NiniSTRY

SUNDAY-FUNDAY

SUNDAY, JULY 16
10:15-11:15 a.m. - Activity Center
Join us in the Activity Center after Family Table
for games, breakfast and fellowship!

For more information, contact Ashley Monachelli at
amonachelli@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 713-985-3816.
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DONATE BLOOD
SAVE LIVES

Monday, July 17
9 a.m._g p.m. Connor
Bagby Parish Hall

Schedule your next appointment.
bit.ly/smechlooddrive
Walk-ins Welcome!

For more information, contact Justin Jacobson Avery EAT
at events@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 713-985-3838. ]

Q DRINK.

Gulf Coast Regional

Blood Center BRING |.D.

WRITING CALLIGRAPHY

Every Tuesday 110:30 a.m. | Sign up at bit.ly/smecactivitycenter
Fellowship Room MOST CLASSES ARE FREE!

Learn the art of writing calligraphy in this fun class for all levels!
All supplies provided.

For more information, contact Sarah-Hampton Cambas at 713-985-3835 or
scambas@stmartinsepiscopal.org.

32




JULY 20

10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Student Life Center

Students entering grades 612
Includes lunch « Cost is $10

V///2///74 -\ o LLHAEITD
KART ONOr  rpyyx

Let’s race for the cup! Bring your Switch
console if you have one.

wSTUDENTS

For more information, contact Florence Ritchie at
fritchie@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 713-985-3843.

ST.MARTIN'S

UTREACH

SwMINISTRIES &%
CCSC Work Day

Saturday, July 22 |9 a.m.-noon
3434 Branard, Houston, TX 77027

Organize and distribute food at the Emergency Services location for

the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC). CCSC assists the poor,
hungry, disabled and otherwise needy, and provides a back-to-school and
Christmas program for low-income children.

Contact Tracee Tindol at outreach@stmartinsepiscopal.org
or 713-985-3811 for more information.
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CHRISTIAN LIFE STUDY

A Bible Study for Any Woman Seeking God's Truth

2023-24 Registration Now Open!
clsbiblestudy.com

MORNING GROUP STUDY

Class Starts Thursday, Sept. 14
Thursdays « 9:30-11:15 a.m. . Parish Life Center and via Zoom

For more information, contact Anna McLean at
281-782-0594 or amaynebri@gmail.com.

EVENING GROUP STUDY

Class Starts Tuesday, Sept. 12
Tuesdays « 6:30—8 p.m. « Children’s Life Center and via Zoom

For more information, contact Ann Wilson at
713-828-8722 or annwilson33@gmail.com.
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Witness to Dignity

The Life and Faith of
George H.-W. and Barbara Bush

From AMAZON reviews

“What a fulfilling life the Bush senior lived.
Most interesting and inclusive book.
Excellent read.”

— Jean Texas
5.0 out of 5 stars Great Life

Reviewed in the United States on January 14, 2023
Verified Purchase

Available in the St. Martin’s Gift Shoppe and wherever fine books are
sold. Dr. Levenson will gladly sign books for anyone who asks. For more
information, contact Barbara Shoemaker, Gift Shoppe Supervisor, at
bshoemaker@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 713-985-3840.

WAYS TO CIVE
TEXT e | MAIL ONLINE
Text SMEC to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church X bit.ly/smecgiving

13256 717 Sage Rd.
Houston, TX 77056

BEQUESTS TRANSFER
Contact: Ashley Pratka at OF ASSETS
apratka@stmartinsepiscopal.org
or 346-335-8658

Pledging and setting up a
recurring gift online helps you
and the church budget.

For all stewardship questions, contact Ashley Pratka at
apratka@stmartinsepiscopal.org or 346-335-8658.




OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

SUNDAY PROGRAM STAFF

Dr. David Henning
Director of Music and Parish Organist

dhenning@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Choral Director of the Adult Choir

klathrom@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries

cnelson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

ST. MARTIN’S VESTRY

Vestry Executive Committee

Mr. Tommy Ford, Senior Warden

Mrs. Michelle Bain, Junior Warden

Mr. Gib Surles, Missions Chair

Mr. Dan Meyer, Tieasurer

Mr. Ryan LaRue, Clerk

Mr. Matt Anderson, Past Senior Warden

Mr. Bob Heston, Jr., Parish Stewardship Chair
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mrs. Nancy Bynon
Mrs. Elizabeth Dukes
Mrs. Whitney Gormley
Mr. Will Hedges

Mr. Matt Mogas

Mr. Roy W. Nichol

Ms. Sherrie Perkins
Mrs. Courtney Schilling
Mr. Logan Walters

Mr. Milton West

Mr. Tommy Ford
Vestry Representative
Morning

The Rev. Jane P. Ferguson
Associate for Student and Family Ministries

jferguson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Mrs. Ashley Monachelli
Director of Children’s Ministry

amonachelli@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Mrs. Kathy Johnson
Director of Membership

kjohnson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, 111, Special Counsel to
the Vestry*

M. Jon Clarkson, Senior Council Representative
2022-2023

M. Richard Nelson, Senior Council Representative
2022-2023

Mrs. Hope Huber, Altar Guild President
20232024

Mrs. Kathy Bennett, ECW President 2023-2024

M. Jim McCulloch, Men of St. Martin’s President
20232024

M. Bob Porter, Usher Representative 2022-2024

*Denotes Associate Vestry filled at the discretion of the Rector.

Mr. Matthew Mogas
Vestry Representative
Evening
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OUR CLERGY

Jesus, The Christ
The Head of This Church
The Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr. The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Rector Associate for Spiritual Formation and
lhough@stmartinsepiscopal.org Pastoral Ministries

The Rev. Martin J. Bastian
Vice-Rector
mbastian@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. John D. Sundara
Vicar for Worship and Evangelism
jsundara@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. LisaR. Neilson
Vicar for Pastoral Care
Ineilson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham lll
Associate for Children and

Family Ministries
agraham@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Jane P. Ferguson
Associate for Family and

Student Ministries
jferguson@stmartinsepiscopal.org

scox@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Riverway and
Discipleship Ministries
rwarning@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Naomi B. Sundara
Chaplain to the Preschool
nsundara@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Nicolas (Nick) R. D. Dyke
Pastoral Associate
ndyke@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Richard (Dick) H. Elwood
Pastoral Associate
delwood@stmartinsepiscopal.org

The Rev. Gillian (Gill) B. Keyworth

Deacon

gkeyworth@stmartinsepiscopal.org
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WE INVITE YOU TO
KEEP THIS BOOKLET
FOR REFERENCE.

717 Sage Road

Houston, TX 77056 STMARTINSEPISCOPAL.ORG
713621-3040




