
The Sunday of the Passion: 
Palm Sunday

April 13, 2025

Our mission
To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, love, and 
serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed into spiritually renewed 

disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one another and the world.



WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN’S

IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, 
WELCOME.

Jesus’ fi rst words to His earliest disciples were very simple, “Come, follow Me ...” 
(Matthew 4:19) It was a gentle invitation to take seriously the wonderful journey 
of faith found in Christ. For more than 2,000 years, people of all ages have 
responded to that invitation through a personal decision to follow Jesus Christ in 
a community of prayer, study and service. St. Martin’s is just such a place.

St. Martin’s is a member Church in the Diocese of Texas, The Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America and the greater worldwide Anglican Communion 
consisting of more than 77 million people. Our Parish Church considers it a 
tremendous honor to be a place where men, women, youth and children can 
grow in their personal relationship with our Lord, come to know and use their 
own spiritual gifts, and discover a personal ministry to be expressed both in the 
Church, the greater Houston area and beyond.

We want to invite you to participate in our worship services and as many of our 
activities and ministries as your own commitments and time will allow.

Prayer Before Worship

O Lord, we thank You that You have called us as members of Your family into 
this beautiful house of God. Grant that here we may feel Your presence and 
the beauty of Your peace, and that, as we return to our homes and work, we 
may sense Your guiding hand and loving care and be used in the service of 
our neighbors, our nation and the world, and all You send our way, through 
Him Who came not to condemn the world but to save it, Your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Notices
• St. Martin’s is a gun-free Campus.
• To use a hearing assisted device, see one of our ushers.
• St. Martin’s asks that anyone coming into a worship service not bring oversized or large backpacks.
• Please silence all cell phones when entering The Church and also refrain from texting.

Thank you for being respectful of God and others as we spend time together in worship.

X indicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers.
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HOLY EUCHARIST

Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. is a spoken service. Musical pieces in this booklet will be skipped or 
replaced by spoken liturgy, as noted.

V O L U N TA R Y  ..............................................“Imperial March”
Edward Elgar

Please stand for the entrance of the Crucifix. The Celebrant greets the People.

T H E  L I T U R G Y  O F  T H E  PA L M S

Celebrant: Blessed is the King who cometh in the name of the Lord.
People: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation, that 
we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, 
whereby thou hast given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

O U R  L O R D ’ S  E N T R Y  I N T O  J E R U S A L E M 
A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T .  L U K E  (remain standing)

Luke 19:28-40

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, 
going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the 
disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter 
it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found 
it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs 
it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on 
the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading 
their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down 
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began 
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that 
they had seen, saying,
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 “Blessed is the king
  who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Peace in heaven,
  and glory in the highest heaven!”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 
disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.”

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which 
you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On 
this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was 
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of 
his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever 
hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal 
life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant: Let us go forth in peace;
People: In the name of Christ. Amen.
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XH Y M N  1 5 4  .........................................“All Glory, Laud and Honor”

Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–1866), alt.; Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner 
(1584–1635), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823–1889).
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T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray. (kneel)

The Celebrant says the Collect
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human 
race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our 
nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of 
his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of 
his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

T H E  L E S S O N  (8 a.m. and 6 p.m. only).............Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God
 as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
 he humbled himself
 and became obedient to the point of death –
 even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
 and gave him the name
 that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
 that Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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T H E  P A S S I O N  O F  O U R  L O R D  J E S U S 
C H R I S T  A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T .  L U K E

(8 a.m. and 6 p.m. only)

Luke 22:14-23:56

The assembly of the elders of the people rose as a body and brought 
Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, “We found 
this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 
emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Then 
Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You 
say so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find 
no basis for an accusation against this man.” But they were insistent 
and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee where he began even to this place.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 
And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 
him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When 
Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see 
him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping 
to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, 
but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood 
by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated 
him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on 
him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate 
became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the 
people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who 
was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your 
presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges 
against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, 
he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him 
flogged and release him.”

Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release 
Barabbas for us!” (This was a man who had been put in prison for 
an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 
Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they 
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kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, 
“Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the 
sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release 
him.” But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he 
should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his 
verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man 
they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection 
and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made 
him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, 
and among them were women who were beating their breasts and 
wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that 
never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 
us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” Two others also, who were 
criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.

Please stand.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King 
of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him 
and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
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deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly 
I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said 
this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken 
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 
And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle 
saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 
But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed 
him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

The remaining lectionary for the day is on pages 25-26.

T H E  S E R M O N  ................................The Rev. Gregory W. Cross 
8 a.m. and 6 p.m. only

T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D  (8 a.m. and 6 p.m. only)

Celebrant and People
I believe in one God,
 the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the only-begotten Son of God,
 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
 God of God, Light of Light,
 very God of very God,
 begotten, not made,
 being of one substance with the Father;
 by whom all things were made;
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 who for us men and for our salvation
  came down from heaven,
 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man;
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered and was buried;
 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
 and ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,
 and he shall come again, with glory,
  to judge both the quick and the dead;
 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
  and glorified;
 who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church;
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. only)
PA S S I O N  D R A M A  According to the Gospels

PA S S I O N  D R A M A  A N T H E M S
 “Do This in Remembrance of Me” Larry Visser
 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Gilbert Martin

Please kneel.
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PA S S I O N  H Y M N  1 6 8  ...............................“O Sacred Head”

Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676); sts. 1–3, 5, tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844–1930); st. 4, tr. James Waddell Alexander (1804–
1859), alt.; Music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler (1564–1612); adapt. And harm. Johann Sebastian 
Bach (1685–1750).
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T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  (kneel)

Minister and People pray responsively
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, 
saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, 
and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the nomination of the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury; for Sean, 
our Presiding Bishop; for Andy, Jeff, Kai, Hector and Brian, our 
bishops; the Clergy of this Parish; in the Anglican Communion cycle 
of prayer, for the Church of England; and for all clergy and people, 
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our President, Greg, our Governor, and John, our Mayor; 
for the Congress and the Courts; for the leaders of the nations, and 
for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the 
sick and the suffering, especially those in hospitals ___, and those who 
have requested our prayers ___, and those on our continuing prayer 
list, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, 
for prisoners and captives, for all who remember and care for them; 
for first responders, and for all who serve in our armed forces and their 
families, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the 
departed, especially ___, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray 
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For all the blessings of this life, especially those remembered today 
with Altar greenery, ___; and in the communion of St. Martin and of 
all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the 
hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach 
of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in thy Spirit that we, reaching 
forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know thee to the 
knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N

Minister says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
A moment of silence is observed.

Minister and People
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all 
things, judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our 
manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 
against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath 
and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all 
that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

T H E  P E A C E  (stand)

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Please be seated.

W E L C O M E  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Please see page 27 for upcoming events.

T H E  O F F E RT O R Y

A N T H E M  ...........................................................................“The Holy City”
Stephen Adams

Last night I lay a sleeping, there came a dream so fair, I stood in old 
Jerusalem beside the temple there. I heard the children singing, and ever 
as they sang, Methought the voice of Angels from Heaven in answer 
rang. “Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Lift up your gates and sing, Hosanna in the 
highest, Hosanna to your King!” And then methought my dream was 
changed, the streets no longer rang, Hushed were the loud Hosannas the 
little children sang; The sun grew dark with mystery, the morn was cold 
and chill, As the shadows of the cross arose upon a lonely hill. And once 
again the scene was changed; new earth there seemed to be, I saw the 
Holy City beside the tideless sea; The light of God was on its streets, the 
gates were open wide, And all who would might enter, and no one was 
denied. No need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day, It was 
the new Jerusalem that would not pass away.
Text: F. E. Weatherly, 1976 ed., (Original copyright 1892).
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AT  T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N  (stand)

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Doxology)
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord;
People: And of thine own have we given thee.

D O X O L O G Y  ......................................................................Gardiner

Text, John Greenleaf Whittier, 1872; Music, Gardiner, William Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, 1815; By permission of Houghton Mifflin 
Company.

T H E  G R E AT  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.
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It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high upon 
the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his 
suffering and death became the author of eternal salvation for all 
who put their trust in him.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying,

S A N C T U S  A N D  B E N E D I C T U S

Celebrant and People (said at 8 a.m.; sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)

John Merbecke, 1549. Copyright © 1940, 1943, 1961. The Church Pension Fund.

The Celebrant continues (kneel)
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by 
his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; 
and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again.



15

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution 
of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble 
servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with 
these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his 
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; 
and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and 
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee 
to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 
through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; 
humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers 
of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may 
dwell in us, and we in him.
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And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 
unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden 
duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

T H E  B R E A K I N G  O F  T H E  B R E A D
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

(8 a.m. only in place of Fraction Anthem)
Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world:
People: Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world:
People: Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world:
People: Grant us thy peace.
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F R A C T I O N  A N T H E M

John Merbecke, 1549. Copyright © 1940, 1943, 1961. The Church Pension Fund.

P R AY E R  O F  H U M B L E  A C C E S S

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.
The Celebrant says the Invitation.

All Christians who have been baptized with water and in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and are permitted to receive Holy Communion in their own 
church are welcome to do so on this occasion. If you do not wish to receive one or both Elements, 
cross your arms over your chest and the Clergy will give you a blessing. Please tell the Clergy 
administering Communion if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.
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A N T H E M  .................................................................................“Crux Fidelis”
John IV, King of Portugal

Crux fidelis, inter omnes arbor una nobilis: nulla silva talem profert, 
fronde, flore, germine. Dulce lignum, dulces clavos, dulce pondus 
sustinet.

Faithful cross, above all other, One and only noble tree: None in foliage, none 
in blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be. Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, 
Sweetest weight is hung on thee!
Words attributed to Venantius Fortunatus (c. 530-609) Music by JOHN IV, King of Portugal. ©Oxford University Press 1996.

H Y M N  4 7 9  .................................................................“Glory be to Jesus”

Words: Italian, 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall (1814–1878), alt.; Music: Wem in Leidenstagen, Friedrich Filitz (1804–1860).
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H Y M N  1 7 2  ..................................................................“Were You There”

Words: African-American spiritual; Music: Were you There, Afro-American spiritual; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944).
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H Y M N  .................................................................................“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Music: Geoff Weaver. Arr. © 1993 Geoff Weaver/Jubilate Hymns. (Admin. by Hope Publishing Co.) All rights reserved. Reprinted un-
der OneLicense.net A-705539.

After Communion, the Celebrant says (kneel)
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through 
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that 
we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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H O L Y  W E E K  B L E S S I N G

All stand.

H Y M N  .................................................................................................“Ride On!”

Text: Adapted from Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690; Music: Second Tune Winchester New, Henry Hart Milman, 1827, alt.
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RECOGNITIONS

G R E E N E R Y  G I V E N  T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D
In thanksgiving for Jim Chandler on his 83rd birthday
 by Virginia and Jack Chandler
In loving memory of Patsy Lefoldt Shappley
 by William Shappley and family

To mark any occasion with altar fl ower dedications, visit bit.ly/smecaltarfl owers or 
contact Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam at relhakam@smec.org.

T H E  D I S M I S S A L

A Minister says the dismissal. Alleluias are omitted during the season of Lent.
Minister: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

V O L U N TA R Y  ........................................................... “Fanfare”
Charles Sellers Lang

Personal prayers are available at the west Side Chapel after this service.
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Continuing prayers

Individuals are included on the Continuing Prayers list for numerous reasons, some of which may include 
recovery from illness, thanksgiving or need for support for special ministry and mission. In addition to 
praying for participants in cancer support groups, the Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group and The 
Gathering, this week please pray for the following:

Crockett Abraham
Carolyn Alban
Edith Avery
Shelly Bain
Bridgette Barnes
Cory Blackman
Jennifer Broussard
Gary Browning
Helen Paige Buck
Brian Burke
Delonda Citrano
Sammy A. Citrano III
Gail Davis
Paul Davison
Bobby de Sosa 
Linda de Sosa 
Renita DeBois
Holly DeMoss
Jeanne Dewey
Mercedes Dewey
Richard Dewey
Charlotte Dion
Ross Dunn
Stacey and John Elliott
Jackie Eubank
Michael Finn
Will Fogle
David Lee Garza
Catherine Gonzales
Nancy Gore
Aart and Susan Gosma
The Rev. Alex Graham
Shea Guinn
Bette Haidusek
Cathy Haidusek
Nancy Hall
Jean Hatton
Nancy Haywood
Wendy Hurt
John Illeman

Wanda Jacobs
Clare Jan
Mary and Jim Jennings
Katie Jones
Phyllis Katharine
Dick Kilday
Kyle King
Searcy Kracke
Michael Kuhn
Tom Lamb
Bruce Michael Lee
Mary Lehman
Nancy Liles
Julie Long
Patrick Maehs
Martha Marks
Bill Maynard
Barbara and Bob McClellan
Janet McDaniel
Adams McHenry
Babies A and B McLaughlin
Gillian McLaughlin
Frank Melcher
Bob Paddock
Megan Palsa
Ophelia Pujol
Phyllis Reinhardt
Hugh Ripps
Monica Rivera
John Roady
Magdalene Robbins
Angela Salinas
Michael Scarborough
Helen and Jim Shaffer
Caroline Shanahan
Clif Shoemake
Fran Gardner Shores
Karen Smaistrla
Joel Speights
Mitchell Neal Starkey

Frank Steed
Michael Stern
Blake and Matt Stokes
Jan and Jim Stokes
Chris Taylor
Terry Trotter
Scarlett and Luke Tyler
Grantland Wagner
Margaret Watson
Mary Watters
Stephen Wedemeyer
Chris Woessner
Eric Zoerb
Abagail 
Bill 
Carol 
Dave 
David 
Elizabeth and Scott 
Ellen 
Grace 
Harold 
Henry 
James 
Jeff 
Laura 
Lynne 
Mark  
Sara 
Sharon 
Stephen 
Wayne

Please be advised that the weeks after Easter and All Saints’ Day, this list will be completely redone. To 
add or remove someone on the Continuing Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or 
vrivera@smec.org.
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family table

9:15 a.m. · Parish Life Center
The Family Table service with Holy 
Eucharist combines contemporary worship 
music with traditional liturgy and is 
designed for families with young children.

WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Holy Eucharist Services

7 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. · Christ Chapel

OSL Healing Prayer Service
First Wednesday of the month

5 p.m. · Parish Life Center
Online at smec.org/osl

11:15 a.m. · Parish Life Center
The Riverway Contemporary Service is 
both Anglican and modern, off ering the 
Holy Eucharist in a relaxed service with 
contemporary music.

OTHER WORSHIP SERVICES

Prayers for those on Active Military Duty in the Armed Forces:

1st Lt. Alex Mullen
PFC. Parris F. Owen
SrA James W. Peoples
Lt. Paul Piana
Lt. Col. Thomas C. Plant
CPO Brian Powell
PO Evan Tomlin

Lt. Col. Julian Benton
1LT. Tom Cadwallender
1LT. Yonatan Cadwallender
Capt. Casey Gainer
LCDR Bradley Hoffman
LTC Wesley J. Hunnell
1st Lt. Stephen A. Jeckovich
Major Blake J. Kidd
Capt. Jack Mullen

Please be advised that each year the week after Veterans Day, this list will be completely redone. To add 
or remove someone on the Military Service Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or 
vrivera@smec.org.

Continuing prayers

Please circle the name of any loved one that you would like to remain 
on our Continuing Prayer list, tear out this sheet of your bulletin and 
place it in the Prayer List box in the Narthex. You may also email Valerie 
Rivera at vrivera@smec.org with this information. Your assistance in 

maintaining our prayer list is most appreciated.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT  ................................. Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me
 the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
 the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens –
 wakens my ear
 to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
 and I was not rebellious,
 I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
 from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
 therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
 he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
 Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
 Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
 who will declare me guilty?

READINGS FOR THE DAY
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READINGS FOR THE DAY

THE PSALM  ........................................................... Psalm 31:9-16

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
  my eye is consumed with sorrow,
  and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief,
 and my years with sighing; *
  my strength fails me because of affliction,
  and my bones are consumed.
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and
    even to my neighbors,
 a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
  when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
  I am as useless as a broken pot.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
 fear is all around; *
  they put their heads together against me;
  they plot to take my life.
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
  I have said, “You are my God.
15 My times are in your hand; *
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
  and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
  and in your loving-kindness save me.”
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ADULTS

To view all our Christian education options, 
scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/smecedu.

THIS SUNDAY

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

8+
Discuss the lectionary readings of the day following the 8 a.m. service.
8:55 a.m. • Chapel Reception Hall

Sunday School classes at 10:15 a.m. will not be off ered in 
observance of Palm Sunday.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
CHILDCARE
Available during all morning services for six-weeks through three-year-olds.
8 a.m. • Children’s Life Center
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To view all our upcoming events, scan the QR 
code or visit bit.ly/smecevents.

APRIL 13-19, 2025

ALL ADULTS

The Moms’ Group Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. • Children’s Life Center
Join mothers of infants through grade 12 students for a book study and 
fellowship.

WOMEN

Life Groups Wednesday, 6 p.m. • Student Life Center
Students in grades 6–12 connect with their peers for fun activities and great 
discussions about faith and life. Please bring $5 to cover the cost of the meal.

STUDENTS

EVENTS

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARTIN’S

St. Martin’s 20s & 30s Wednesday, 7 p.m.  • Children’s Life Center
Join a community of young adults who eat, pray and read Scripture together.

Saintly Stitchers Monday, 10 a.m. • Activity Center, Upper Hall East
Saintly Stitchers fi ll St. Martin’s with pew kneelers and other gifts for 
worship spaces.

Blanket Ladies Wednesday, 10 a.m.  •  Activity Center, Family Room
Make receiving blankets for newborn infants at local charity hospitals.

Young Singers Sunday, 8:30 a.m. • Children’s Life Center
Children in grades 1-5 learn Christ’s Word through music, where they learn 
techniques of singing and of following a musical score.

CHILDREN
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Enjoy a full-body workout that improves 
strength, balance and flexibility. A variety of 
equipment is used. Open to ALL levels. 

MOST CLASSES ARE FREE! 
For more information, 
visit smec.org/activity-center.

STRENGTH 
TRAINING

ACTIVITY
CENTER

Activity Center Reception
activitycenter@smec.org • 713-985-3835

MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, FRIDAYS 
9:30–10:15 a.m.
TUESDAYS
11 a.m.
Aerobics Room

Contact: Juli Browning
jbrowning@smec.org • 713-985-3845

Parishioners and guests are invited to make their 
pilgrimage along the Via Dolorosa, or “Way of Sorrows,” 
during Holy Week. The Stations of the Cross depict 
the final hours (or Passion) of Jesus and the devotion 
commemorating the Passion.

H O LY  W E E K April 14, 15 and 17
11 a.m.–1 p.m. • The Church
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Adults and families are invited to serve with St. Martin’s ministry partner, Kurt 
Ackermann, and his organization, Sus Hijos, in San Salvador,  

El Salvador. Together, we will be the hands and feet of Jesus by visiting an 
orphanage, building a house for a needy family and ministering to special needs 

children on a beach trip  —  all while deepening our faith and theirs.

Adult/Family Mission Trip
June 14–19, 2025 • San Salvador, El Salvador

Register at 
smec.org/worldmissions
Deadline: April 15

Contact: Courtney Kearns
worldmission@smec.org
713-985-3819

Spend some of your evening getting to know the 
children and Mama Isabel in Casa San Martin in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia over Zoom.
All ages are welcome and a translator will  
be available.

Tracee Tindol
ttindol@smec.org  •  713-985-3811

Chat with Amistad 
Children

Tuesday, April 15 
5:30 p.m.

Meet via Zoom



31

AMISTAD
MISSION TRIP
JUNE 24–JULY 1
Cochabamba, Bolivia
Join us in building meaningful relationships with 
the children at Casa San Martín! We’ll engage 
in arts and crafts, visit a park, play games, work 
in their garden and have a lot of fun. Since 1993,  
St. Martin’s has sponsored Casa San Martín, a home 
that offers a loving Christian community for children 
who have been abused, abandoned or orphaned.

Register at 
smec.org/worldmissions
Deadline: April 15
Minimum age: 12 years old

Contact: Courtney Kearns
worldmission@smec.org • 713-985-3819

While operating within the framework of Christian theology, Faith in Literature seeks to ascertain in 
our reading how all good literature, if even by its omission, deals with and reflects themes of faith.

This month, we discuss “The Rent Collector” by Cameron Wright.

Tuesday, April 15 | 7-8:30 p.m. 
Children’s Life Center, Room 109 and

Via Zoom | smec.org/faith-in-literature

Contact: The Rev. Dr. Jordan Hylden • jhylden@smec.org • 713-830-4106

E V E N I N G 
G R O U P
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PRAYER SERVICE WITH 
HOLY EUCHARIST

Taizé
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
6 p.m.   •   Christ Chapel
Set aside time for silence, sung prayer and Eucharist 
on the Wednesday in Holy Week as we prepare our 
hearts for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
The Taizé Prayer service will be combined with the 
evening Holy Eucharist service in Christ Chapel.
Contact: Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam
relhakam@smec.org • 713-830-4146

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY

Maundy Thursday commemorates the institution of the 
Eucharist by Jesus on the night he was betrayed. Following this, 
the altar is stripped and all decorative furnishings are removed 

from The Church in preparation for Good Friday. 
This revential worship service will conclude outdoors near the 

Wayside Chapel and Great Cross.

Thursday, April 17
7 p.m. • The Church
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GOOD FRIDAY

FRIDAY, APRIL 18
Riverway Keeping 
the Kalendar–
Contemporary Worship
Parish Life Center
6 p.m.
Join the Riverway Community 
for a distinct service around 
the Cross, featuring the liturgy 
for Good Friday, sermon, and 
special music.

Traditional Services
The Church
Noon* and 6 p.m. 
Liturgy includes John’s 
account of the Passion 
Gospel, the Solemn Collects 
and meditation on the Cross, 
with a special performance 
by the Parish Choir.

*The noon service will be 
livestreamed

Family Table
Parish Life Center
Noon
This Good Friday service 
is specifically designed for 
families and children.

Holy Saturday 
Baptism 
Saturday, April 19
10 a.m. • Christ Chapel
Holy Saturday is considered a particularly 
appropriate time in the Episcopal Church to 
undergo the sacramental rite of full initiation, 
by water and the Holy Spirit, into membership 
in the Church. Join us as we welcome new 
members to St. Martin’s.

For more information about Holy Baptisms, 
contact Rocio Velazquez at rvelazquez@smec.org 
or 713-985-3807.
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Baptism 
Instruction 
Class
Saturday, April 26
9–11:30 a.m.
Children’s Life Center
The rite of Holy Baptism is a special occasion for 
St. Martin’s — a service of joy that underscores 
the communal aspect of worship and expresses 
God’s presence amid His people.

If you are interested in baptism, please sign up for 
this Baptism Instruction class by contacting  
Rocio Velazquez at rvelazquez@smec.org or 
713-985-3807. 

Saturday, April 19  •  Free Admission
10 a.m.  •  Parish Life Center

Bring your Easter egg basket!

The Episcopal Church Women of St. Martin’s Invites You to

Join us for a morning of fun and celebration! The festivities will begin 
with a reading of the Easter story, followed by an Easter Egg hunt, 
crafts, a petting zoo and more fun activities. Bring your family and 

friends for a delightful gathering!
Contact: Valerie Rivera • vrivera@smec.org • 713-985-3817
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Easter Morning Breakfast  Hosted by St. Martin’s Vestry
8  –  11 a.m.  ·  Bagby Parish Hall
Before or after the Easter services, enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast served and sponsored by the current and past  
Vestry of St. Martin’s.

Traditional Worship Services
7, 9, *11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.  ·  The Church
Holy Eucharist; festive music by the Parish Choir,  
Gloria Dei Organ, brass and timpani. 
*The 11:15 a.m. service will be livestreamed.

Family Table Services
8:30 and 9:45 a.m.  ·  Parish Life Center
Join us for a family-friendly worship service with  
Holy Eucharist.

Riverway Service
11:15 a.m.  ·  Parish Life Center
This worship service for students, families and adults features the 
Holy Eucharist and beautiful music.

Student Ministries Easter Egg Hunt
10:20 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  ·  Student Life Center
Students are invited to take part in this Easter Egg hunt tradition.

Sunday School
Sunday school classes will not meet in observance of Easter.

Childcare
Childcare will be provided for children aged six weeks to three years in the 
Children’s Life Center during all Easter morning services.

Sunday, April 20
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THE RESURRECTION 
OF CHRIST: 
Then, Now and Forever

Sundays, April 27–May 18
10:15–11 a.m. • Bagby Parish Hall
In this Easter season series, we’ll focus on  
three questions: What can the historical  
record tell us about the resurrection of Jesus? 
What does the resurrection mean for our life 
today as disciples of a living Lord? And what 
does the resurrection show us about our eternal 
home with Christ in His Kingdom?

Contact: The Rev. Dr. Jordan Hylden
jhylden@smec.org • 713-830-4106

APRIL 27
5th grade tour of the Student 
Life Center.

MAY 4
Parents of incoming 6th-grade 
students will receive information 
about the impactful and exciting 
programs Student Ministries o�ers.

JUNE 1
O�cial Promotion Day

April 27–June 1
10:15 a.m.
Student Life Center
For students completing 5th grade

Contact: Florence Ritchie
fritchie@smec.org • 713-985-3843
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WHY DO WE SEPARATE 
CHURCH FROM STATE?
Christianity, Religious Freedom and the Foundations 
of American Constitutionalism

Followed by a response by the Hon. Edith Jones, 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals

Sponsored by the Men of St. Martin’s

Donations are welcome to support this 
lecture series. 

Signup for this free event at
smec.org/sponberg

Dr. Phillip Muñoz
University of Notre Dame

Book Signing: 6 p.m. • Bagby Parish Hall

Wednesday, April 30
7 p.m. • Bagby Parish Hall

Juli Browning 
jbrowning@smec.org • 713-985-3845

MONDAY, APRIL 28
Bagby Parish Hall and Online
6  –  8:30 p.m.
Dinner will be served

Kathy Johnson, Director of Membership
membership@smec.org • 713-985-3834

101MEMBERSHIP

Join us in our 
mission at 
smec.org/membership

Reservations are required 
by 5 p.m. Sunday, April 27 
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MEMBER SHIP

For general questions, contact the Reception Desk at 713-621-3040 
during business hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday–Friday).

For pastoral concerns during business hours, contact 713-985-3817 
or pastoralcare@smec.org.
For pastoral emergencies after hours and weekends, call 713-621-3040 
and follow the prompts to reach the priest on call.

For prayer requests, contact the prayer request line at 713-830-4124 
or Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or vrivera@smec.org.

For death notif ications and funerals, contact Cyndy Ensign at
713-985-3808 or censign@smec.org.

If you are visiting today, please fi ll out a Welcome Card 
from the pew rack to place in the off ering plate or 
complete it online by scanning the QR code or visiting 
bit.ly/smecvisitors. Please introduce yourself to one of 
our Clergy and we will be in touch to let you know more about our 
Parish Family.

Seeking membership in a parish is a very important step and it is 
our goal to support your understanding of our Parish, its ministries 
and your place in the life of St. Martin’s. Our membership process 
begins by attending one of our quarterly Membership 101 classes.
Contact: Kathy Johnson • 713-985-3834 • kjohnson@smec.org

ST. M ARTIN’S IS HER E FOR YOU
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OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

Dr. David Henning
Director of Music and Parish Organist
dhenning@smec.org

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Choral Director of the Adult Choir
klathrom@smec.org

Ms. Hannah Cen
Associate Organist
hcen@smec.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries
cnelson@smec.org

Vestry Executive Committee

Ms. Sherrie Perkins, Senior Warden
Mr. Logan Walters, Junior Warden
Mrs. Susan McConn, Missions Chair
Mr. David Leonard, Treasurer
Mrs. Courtney Schilling, Clerk
Mr. Dan Meyer, Senior Council President
Mr. Bob Heston, Jr., Parish Stewardship Chair
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mr. Scott Anderson
Mrs. Hunter Bell
Mrs. Kathy Bennett
Mrs. Summer Craig
Mr. Mike Fuqua
Mr. Will Hedges
The Hon. Edith Jones
Mr. John Maclay, Jr.
Mrs. Debbie Robinson
Mr. Milton West

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, III, Special Counsel to 
the Vestry*

Mr. David Harvin, Senior Council Representative 
2023-2025

Mrs. Beth Reeves, Senior Council Representative 
2023-2025

Ms. Samantha Hutchison, Altar Guild President
2024-2025

Mrs. Shelly Newton, ECW President 2024-2025
Mr. Perry Ruthven, Men of St. Martin’s President 

2023-2025
Mr. John Sutherland, Usher Representative

2024-2026

*Denotes Associate Vestry fi lled at the discretion of the Rector.

S T.  M A R T I N ’S  V E S T R Y

Mr. Tyler (TD) Davis
Interim Director of Student Ministries
tdavis@smec.org

Mrs. Kathy Johnson
Director of Membership
kjohnson@smec.org

Mrs. Barbara Piana
Verger and Worship Coordinator
bpiana@smec.org

S U N D A Y  P R O G R A M  S TA F F

Mr. Milton West
Vestry Representative
Morning

Ms. Sherrie Perkins
Vestry Representative
Evening
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OUR CLERGY

The Rev. Martin J. Bastian
Vice-Rector
mbastian@smec.org

The Rev. John D. Sundara
Vicar for Worship and Evangelism
jsundara@smec.org

The Rev. Lisa R. Neilson
Vicar for Pastoral Care
lneilson@smec.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham III
Associate for Children and
Family Ministries
agraham@smec.org

The Rev. Dr. Jordan L. Hylden
Associate for Christian Education
jhylden@smec.org

The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Associate for Spiritual Formation and 
Pastoral Ministries
scox@smec.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Riverway and
Discipleship Ministries
rwarning@smec.org

The Rev. Naomi B. Sundara
Chaplain to the Preschool
nsundara@smec.org

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Miller
Pastoral Assistant
emiller@smec.org

The Rev. Gregory W. Cross
Curate
gcross@smec.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@smec.org

The Rev. Gill B. Keyworth
Deacon
gkeyworth@smec.org

Jesus, The Christ
The Head of This Church
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