
Our mission
To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, love, and 
serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed into spiritually renewed 

disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one another and the world.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

January 4, 2026



WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN’S

IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, 
WELCOME.
Jesus’ fi rst words to His earliest disciples were very simple, “Come, follow 
Me ...” (Matthew 4:19) It was a gentle invitation to take seriously the 
wonderful journey of faith found in Christ. For more than 2,000 years, 
people of all ages have responded to that invitation through a personal 
decision to follow Jesus Christ in a community of prayer, study and service. 
St. Martin’s is just such a place.

St. Martin’s is a member Church in the Diocese of Texas, The Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America and the greater worldwide 
Anglican Communion consisting of more than 100 million people. Our 
Parish Church considers it a tremendous honor to be a place where men, 
women, youth and children can grow in their personal relationship with 
our Lord, come to know and use their own spiritual gifts, and discover a 
personal ministry to be expressed both in the Church, the greater Houston 
area and beyond.

We want to invite you to participate in our worship services and as many of 
our activities and ministries as your own commitments and time will allow.
Prayer Before Worship

O Lord, we thank You that You have called us as members of Your 
family into this beautiful house of God. Grant that here we may feel 
Your presence and the beauty of Your peace, and that, as we return to 
our homes and work, we may sense Your guiding hand and loving care 
and be used in the service of our neighbors, our nation and the world, 
and all You send our way, through Him Who came not to condemn the 
world but to save it, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Notices
• St. Martin’s is a gun-free Campus.
• To use a hearing assisted device, see one of our Ushers.
• St. Martin’s asks that anyone coming into a worship service not bring oversized or large backpacks.
• Please silence all cell phones when entering The Church and also refrain from texting.

Thank you for being respectful of God and others as we spend time together in worship.

X indicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers.
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CONNECTING WITH ST. MARTIN’S

The Church is open for viewing Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

For general questions, contact the Reception Desk at 713-621-3040  
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For pastoral concerns during Reception Desk hours, contact 713-985-
3817 or pastoralcare@smec.org.
For pastoral emergencies when the Reception Desk is closed, call 713-
621-3040 and follow the prompts to reach the priest on call.

For prayer requests, contact the prayer request line at 713-830-4124 
or Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or vrivera@smec.org.

For death notif ications and funerals, contact Cyndy Ensign at
713-985-3808 or censign@smec.org.

If you are visiting today, please fi ll out a Welcome Card 
from the pew rack to place in the off ering plate, or 
complete it online by scanning the QR code or visiting 
smec.org/visitor-card. Please introduce yourself to 
one of our Clergy and we will be in touch to let you know more 
about our Parish Family.

Seeking membership in a parish is a very important step and it is 
our goal to support your understanding of our Parish, its ministries 
and your place in the life of St. Martin’s. Our membership process 
begins by attending one of our quarterly Membership 101 classes.
Contact: Kathy Johnson • 713-985-3834 • kjohnson@smec.org

ST. M ARTIN’S IS HERE FOR YOU
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HOLY EUCHARIST 
As found beginning on page 323 in the Book of Common Prayer

Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. is a spoken service. Musical pieces in this booklet will be skipped or 
replaced by spoken liturgy, as noted.

VOLUNTARY ........................“English Dances, Movements 1,2”
Malcom Arnold

The people stand as the procession begins.

XHYMN 100 ....................................................“Joy to the World”
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Words: Isaac Watts; Music: Antioch, G.F. Händel.

Celebrant:	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y
The Celebrant says
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN AT THE GLORIA  (said at 8 a.m.; sung at 9 and 11:15 a.m.)
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Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt.; Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887–1958); 
Copyright: Words: By permission of Fleming H. Revell Company.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant:	Let us pray. (kneel)

The Celebrant says the Collect
O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, 
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of 
him who humbled himself to share our humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The People sit. Either the Old Testament or the Epistle is read.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT ............................. Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘The 
Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel.’ Behold, I will bring 
them from the north country, and gather them from the farthest parts 
of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the woman with 
child and her who is in travail, together; a great company, they shall 
return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I 
will lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a 
straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, 
and E’phraim is my first-born. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands afar off; say, ‘He who scattered Israel 
will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ For 
the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of 
Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the 
grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the 
herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, and they shall languish 
no more. Then shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, and the young 
men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I 
will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will feast the 
soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied 
with my goodness, says the Lord.”

Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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THE EPISTLE ...........................................Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. For 
this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 
in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might.

Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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THE PSALM .................................................Psalm 84, Coverdale 
(said at 8 a.m., sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)

1	 O how amiable | are thy | dwellings, *
		  Thou | Lörd | öf | hosts!
2	 My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the | courts 
			   • of the | Lord; *
		  my heart and my flesh re- | joice • in the | living | God.
3	 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow 
			   a nest where she may | lay her | young; *
		  even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my | Kïng | and my | God.
4	 Blessed are they that | dwell in • thy | house; *
		  they will be | alway | praising | thee.
5	 Blessed is the man whose | strength • is in | thee; *
		  in whose | heart are | thÿ | ways.
6	 Who going through the vale of misery | use it • for a | well; *
		  and the | pools are | filled with | water.
7	 They will go from | strength to | strength, * 
		  and unto the God of gods appeareth every | one of | them 
			   in | Sion.
8	 O Lord God of hosts, | hear my | prayer; * 
		  - | hearken, • O | God of | Jacob.
9	 Behold, O | God • our de- | fender, * 
		  and look upon the | face of | thine A- | nointed.
10	 For one day | in thy | courts * 
		  is | better | than a | thousand.
11	 I had rather be a door-keeper in the | house of • my | God, *
		  than to | dwell in • the | tents of • un- | godliness.
12	 For the Lord God is a | light • and de- | fence; *  
		  the Lord will give grace and worship, and no good thing 
		  shall he withhold from them that | live a | godly | life. 
13	 O Lord | God of | hosts, * 
		  blessed is the man that | putteth • his | trust in | thee.
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All stand.

XHYMN 83 ........................................................ “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(Verses 1-2 before the Gospel; verses 3-4 after the Gospel)

Words: John Francis Wade (1711–1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802–1880) and others; Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody 
att. John Francis Wade (1711–1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.
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Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew.

People:	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL ...................................................... Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,  
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his 
star in the East, and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.’” Then Herod 
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” When they had heard 
the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; 
and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 
by another way.

Deacon:	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People:	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Conclusion of Sequence hymn

THE SERMON
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XTHE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
	 the Father Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the only-begotten Son of God,
	 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
	 God of God, Light of Light,
	 very God of very God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 being of one substance with the Father;
	 by whom all things were made;
	 who for us men and for our salvation
		  came down from heaven,
	 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man;
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered and was buried;
	 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
	 and ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,
	 and he shall come again, with glory,
		  to judge both the quick and the dead;
	 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
	 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
	 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
		  and glorified;
	 who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church;
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
	 and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Minister and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for thy holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 
serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sarah, the Archbishop-elect of Canterbury; Sean, our 
Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, Hector and Brian, our bishops; the 
Clergy of this Parish; in the Anglican Communion cycle of prayer, for 
the Church of the Province of Central Africa; for all bishops, priests 
and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Donald, our President, Greg, our Governor, John, our 
Mayor, and the Congress and the Courts; and for all who govern and 
hold authority in the nations of the World;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in thy sight.

We pray for those for whom our prayers have been requested, 
especially ___; for those who are hospitalized, especially ___; and for 
those on our continuing prayer list; have compassion on those who 
suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

We pray for those who have died, especially ___; give to the departed 
eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We give thee thanks for all the blessings of this life, especially those 
remembered today with Altar flowers, ___; and we praise thee for thy 
saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.

In this moment of silence, let us pray for our own needs and those  
of others.
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A period of silence, during which people may add their own petitions quietly in the privacy of 
their hearts.

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the 
multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who 
turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 
we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
A Minister says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
A moment of silence is observed.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy 
Name. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
		  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.

Please be seated.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFERTORY
ANTHEM .............................................“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Harold Darke

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as 
iron, water like a stone. Snow had fallen snow on snow, in the bleak 
midwinter long ago. Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth 
sustain Heaven and earth shall flee away, when He comes to reign. In 
the bleak midwinter, a stable placed sufficed The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and 
day, a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay. Enough for Him, 
whom angels, fall down before, the ox and ass and camel, which adore. 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring 
a lamb. If I were a wise man, I would do my part. Yet what I can I give 
Him, give my heart.
Text: Christina Rossetti. Music: Harold Darke.

AT THE PRESENTATION
(8 a.m. only in place of sung Doxology)
Celebrant:	All things come of thee, O Lord;
People:	 And of thine own have we given thee.
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DOXOLOGY

Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711); Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholiche Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. Ralph 
Vaughan William (1872-1958).

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (stand)

Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts.
People:	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People:	 It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God.

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for 
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made very 
Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might 
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become 
thy children.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying,
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
(said at 8 a.m., sung at 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m.)

Music: From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880–1968); Copyright: By permission of Oxford University Press.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven 
and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender 
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made 
there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, 
and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood 
of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”



16

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate 
and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again 
with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, 
and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts 
of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 
thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O 
Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all 
who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with 
thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole 
Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

(8 a.m. only in place of sung Fraction Anthem)
Celebrant:	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM

Text: Celtic Alleluia, Christopher Walker; Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker; © 1985, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher 
Walker, public by OCP Publications. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under LicenSingOnline #U3219.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS
Then may be said together
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen.
Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.
All Christians who have been baptized with water and in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and are permitted to receive Holy Communion in their own 
church are welcome to do so on this occasion. If you do not wish to receive one or both Elements, 
cross your arms over your chest and the Clergy will give you a blessing. Please tell the priest 
administering Communion if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer.

If you are unable to come to the Altar Rail, please alert an Usher and 
Communion will be brought to you.
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A N T H E M ................................................................................................“Softly”
Will Todd

Softly sleeping, sent from heaven, shining light against the cold, you 
will renew me. Waken my soul. Bring me out of darkness and waken 
my soul. Word of God, born in darkness, gift of wisdom from afar, you 
will refresh me. Open my heart. Bring me out of darkness and open my 
heart. And may your light burn in me; may your love endless be. May 
you be always with me. Child of God, sleeping savior, as you rest my 
world awaits, needing forgiveness, needing your kindness. Now you have 
found me. Waken my soul. Bring me out of darkness and waken my soul.
Text and Music by Will Todd © Oxford University Press 2015.

HYMN 93 ........................................ “Angels from the Realms of Glory”



19

Words: James Montgomery (1771–1854), alt.; Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813–1879).

HYMN ................................................................................. “Away in a Manger”

Text: Anon. (v. 1-2 Kirkpatrick, 1885; vs. 3 Charles H. Gabriel, 1892); Music: Mueller; arr. John Weaver.
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HYMN 99 ....................................................“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (b. 1901); Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-American 
spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935); Copyright:  Music: Arrangement © 1984, Horace Clarence Boyer.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
All kneel.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through 
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that 
we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
At 9 and 11:15 a.m., after the Post-Communion Prayer, members of the Shepherd’s Guild may 
come forward. The priest or deacon gives the Sacrament to the Eucharistic visitors, saying
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy 
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us the Communion of 
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we 
share one bread, one cup. Amen.

THE BLESSING
All stand.
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HYMN 87 ........................................“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788), alt.; Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831–
1915).
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RECOGNITIONS

FLOWERS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
In thanksgiving for the birth of Natalie Hazel Watson
 by her parents, Katie and John Watson
In memory of Beth Costa’s birthday
 by Meg Costa and Sue Smith
In memory of Victoria May and Gerald Thomas Westbrook
 by their loving children, Brenda, Brent and Laura

SYMPATHY
Dec. 10 George Ellis Mims

To mark any occasion with altar fl ower dedications, visit smec.org/altar-fl owers or 
contact Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam at relhakam@smec.org.

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon:	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY ..........................“English Dances, Movement 4”
Malcom Arnold

Personal prayers available at west Side Chapel near Baptismal font after service
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CONTINUING PRAYERS
Individuals are included on the Continuing Prayers list for numerous reasons, some of which may include 
recovery from illness, thanksgiving or need for support for special ministry and mission. In addition to 
praying for participants in cancer support groups, the Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group and The 
Gathering, this week please pray for the following:

Crocket Abraham
Shelly Bain
Ken Beadell
Cory Blackman
Gary Browning
Julia Butler
Karen Tomfohrde Carey
Gene Cooley
Lynne Couste
Linda Craig
Gail Cunningham
Bobby de Sosa 
Linda de Sosa 
Charlotte Dion
Syndey Eickenroht
Stacey and John Elliott
Nancy Ellison
Susan Garrett
Judy Gerrish
Nancy Gore
Susan and Aart Gosma
Cynthia Graham
The Rev. Alex Graham
Jeffrey “Shea” Guinn
Bette Haidusek
Nancy Hall
Wayne Hall
Nancy Haywood
Muffi Henschel
Aaron Holbrook
Judy Holcomb
Leota Mae Hopkins
Laurie Howard
Brett Hudson
Denise Hunnell
Wendy Hunt
Naomi Illeman
Sara Jabbari
Mary and Jim Jennings
Susan and Chester Keeton

Dick Kilday
Diane Knutzen
Alex and Trip Larzelere
Rhea Latta
Bruce Michael Lee
Mary Lehman
Julie Long
John Love
Patrick Maehs
James Masten
Jane McAfee
Barbara and Bob McClellan
Janet McDaniel
Adams McHenry
Kae Nakisa
Bob Paddock
Kim Parshall
Colin Peoples
Ophelia Pujol
Mary Sommers Pyne
Phyllis Reinhardt
James Reiss
Blanca and Jason Rivera
John Roady
J.R. Rodriguez
Maggie Rodriguez
Hank Roper
Consuelo Saldana
Angela Salinas
Margaret Salinas
Lynne Sanyoto
Sherie Sardis
Bill Schwaiger
Helen and Jim Shaffer
Caroline Shanahan
Clif Shoemake
Terrie Smith
Marc Sony
Mitch Starkey
Dolly Steinman

Michael Stern
Janis and James Stokes
Norma Taylor
Betty Tutor
Scarlett and Luke Tyler
Rose Vaile
Van Valentine
Patel Vinod C. 
Mary Watters
Cei Anne Whitlock
Grant Wilborn
Eric Zoerb
Angela 
Atticus 
David 
Henry 
Jane 
Kay 
Lynne 
Mark 
Nancy 
Sally 
Stephen 
Susan 
Wayne

Please be advised that the weeks after Easter and All Saints’ Day, this list will be completely redone. To 
add or remove someone on the Continuing Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or 
vrivera@smec.org.
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Prayers for those on Active Military Duty in the Armed Forces:

Lt. Jonathan Lesieur
Charles Lewis 
Capt. Jack Mullen
Capt. Alex Mullen
PFC Parris F. Owen
SrA James W. Peoples
Lt. Paul Piana
PFC Alex Pickett
Lt. Col. Thomas C. Plant

Col. Julian Benton
1LT. Tom Cadwallender
1LT. Yonatan Cadwallender
Capt. Casey Gainer
CDR Bradley Hoffman
LTC Wesley J. Hunnell
1st Lt. Stephen A. Jeckovich
Major Blake J. Kidd
Cadet George N. Kinder

CPO Brian Powell
1st Lt. S. Jeffers Shaper
CPO Evan Tomlin

Please be advised that each year the week after Veterans Day, this list will be completely redone. To add 
or remove someone on the Military Service Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or 
vrivera@smec.org.

CONTINUING PRAYERS

9:15 a.m. · Parish Life Center
The Family Table service with Holy 
Eucharist combines contemporary worship 
music with traditional liturgy and is 
designed for families with young children.

WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Holy Eucharist · 7 a.m. and noon

Christ Chapel

11:15 a.m. · Parish Life Center
The Riverway Contemporary Service is 
both Anglican and modern, off ering the 
Holy Eucharist in a relaxed service with 
contemporary music.

OTHER WORSHIP SERVICES

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Prayer · 8:30 a.m.
Evening Prayer · 4:30 p.m.

Christ Chapel
The Daily Offi  ce is not off ered Dec. 24-Jan. 5.
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ADULTS

NEXT TWO WEEKS AT ST. MARTIN’S

8+ Jan. 4 and 11 • 8:55 a.m. • Chapel Reception Hall

Theology for Life Jan. 4 and 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Bagby Parish Hall

World Missions Prayer Postcards Jan. 4 • 10:15 a.m. • Activity Center Gym

Contemplative Prayer Jan. 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Levenson Pastoral Care 
Center Bride’s Parlor

Sole Hope Pattern Cutting Jan. 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Activity Center Gym

Parish Choir Jan. 8 and 15 • 7 p.m. • The Music Center Rehearsal Hall

SUNDAY

MONDAY
Saintly Stitchers Jan. 5 and 12 • 10 a.m. • Activity Center Upper Hall East

Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group Jan. 5 • 3 p.m.  • Hope and 
Healing Center Room 103

TUESDAY
Prayer Shawl Ministry Jan. 6 and 13 • 9 a.m. • Activity Center Family Room

Rector’s Bible Study Jan. 6 and 13 • Noon • Student Life Center

Kids’ Meals Jan. 6 • 4 p.m. • Parish Life Center Kitchen

WEDNESDAY
Morning Prayer Group Jan. 7 • 8 a.m. • Bagby Parish Hall C

Blanket Ladies Jan. 7 and 14 • 10 a.m. • Activity Center Family Room

St. Clare’s Guild Jan. 7 and 14 • Noon • Activity Center Upper Hall East

OSL Healing Prayer Service Jan. 7 • 5 p.m. • Parish Life Center

Faith in Literature Day Group Jan. 14 • 1 p.m. • Children’s Life Center

OSL Study Group Jan. 14 • 4:30 p.m. • Children’s Life Center

St. Martin’s 20s & 30s Jan. 7 and 14 • 7 p.m. • Children’s Life Center

THURSDAY
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STUDENTS

NEXT TWO WEEKS AT ST. MARTIN’S

Childcare Jan. 4 and 11 • 8 a.m. • Children’s Life Center

Young Singers Jan. 4 and 11 • 8:30 a.m. • Children’s Life Center

Sunday School Jan. 4 and 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Children’s Life Center

CHILDREN

Life Groups Jan. 7 and 14 • 6 p.m. • Student Life Center

MEN

WOMEN

CLS Evening Group Jan. 6 and 13 • 6:30 p.m. • Children’s Life Center

VISIT SMEC.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

smec.org/
outreach

smec.org/
events

smec.org/
learn

Christian Education Upcoming Events Outreach Opportunities

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
The Moms’ Group Jan. 7 and 14 • 9:30 a.m. • Student Life Center Living Room

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

Sunday Get-Togethers Jan. 4 and 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Student Life Center

Youth Choir Jan. 4 and 11 • 10:15 a.m. • Children’s Life Center

SUNDAY

CLS Day Group Jan. 8 and 15 • 9:30 a.m. • Parish Life Center
THURSDAY

Men of St. Martin’s Jan. 8 and 15 • 7 a.m. • Bagby Parish Hall

Dads’ Bible Study Jan. 8 and 15 • 8 a.m. • Welcome Center

THURSDAY
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Contact:  
Sarah-Hampton Cambas at  
scambas@smec.org or 713-985-3848.

Pledge online  
and learn more:

Commit to Christ as your 
cornerstone and support  
St. Martin’s annual ministries, 
programs and worship by making 
your 2026 pledge today!

Tours of The Church
Explore the history of St. Martin’s with guided free tours. 
Discover the beautiful stained-glass windows, intricate 
wood carvings and numerous architectural features, all 
hosted by our knowledgeable docents.

Wednesdays • 11 a.m.  –  noon
With an organ concert the fourth Wednesday 
of the month
First Sunday of the Month 
Following the 11:15 a.m. service
Special Tours of the Church and of Christ 
Chapel, and the Campus Gardens are 
also available upon request.

For reservations or more information, 
call 713-830-4117 or scan the QR code.
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This beautiful service takes the light of Christ into the world, literally 
with our actions and symbolically through candles. During the service, 
acolytes will be commissioned and recognized for their contributions 

to enhancing services and helping to glorify God.
The Acolyte Appreciation Dinner takes place before the service. 

For more information and to RSVP, please visit smec.org/students.

6 p.m. • The Church
SUNDAY, JAN. 11

Parishioners who have been asked to sponsor 
a St. Martin’s grant pre-application are invited 
to learn more about our Outreach grant giving 
process for non-profit agencies. Sign up by at 
the contact below. 

Tracee Tindol
ttindol@smec.org  •  713-985-3811

Grant Information 
Session

Wednesday, Jan. 7
11 a.m.

Via Zoom
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Contact: Haley Lynch 
hlynch@smec.org • 713-830-4110

Join us at
smec.org/just-for

EPIPHANY

BOOK OF GALATIANS St. Martin’s small group ministry meets weekly at 
various times and locations — either at Church or 
in homes — for a four-week small group study of 
Galatians.
Family Nights is back! For our Wednesday 
evening groups beginning Jan. 28, we have 
nursery care, Kids J.A.M. for children and Life 
Groups for youth as well, so you can bring the 
whole family! Family dinner is available 5-6 p.m. 
in the Crosswalk Garden.
If you plan to attend dinner, please RSVP at 
smec.org/family-nights.

There’s a place for everyone — come grow with us!

STARTING JAN. 18

Deadline: Jan. 18

HUMAN
 TRAFFICKING
 AWARENESS SESSION
Unmasking Human Trafficking
A powerful conversation with leaders on the front lines.
Did you know that Houston is considered one of the largest 
hubs for human trafficking in the United States?

Monday, Jan. 12
8:30–10 a.m. • Student Life Center

Christa Freyhof
Executive Director

Freedom Church Alliance

David Gamboa
Communications Director

Elijah Rising

Contact: Savanna Bowman
sbowman@smec.org
713-830-4138
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BY THE GRACE OF GOD
THE PEOPLE, VESTRY AND WARDENS OF

ST. MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
INVITE YOU TO

THE INSTALLATION 
OF OUR NEW RECTOR

The Rev. Dane Ethan Boston

The Right Reverend C. Andrew Doyle
Bishop of Texas, Presiding

Wednesday, the 21st of January
Two Thousand Twenty-Six
Six O’clock in the Evening

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
717 SAGE RD., HOUSTON, TX 77056

Reception to follow in Bagby Parish Hall
Clergy: Green Stoles  |  Childcare Available

Your presence and participation will be a blessing to our entire  
Church family as we embark on this new chapter.

“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ ”

Jeremiah 29:11
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Good Books and Good 
Conversation
THURSDAY, JAN. 29  |  6:15–7:45 P.M.
STUDENT LIFE CENTER, LIVING ROOM

Dorothy Day led an extraordinary life, coming 
to faith as a young woman after a period as 
a bohemian writer in New York.  After her 
conversion, she retained her radical social views, 
co-founding the Catholic Worker movement in 
1933 to take up the cause of the poor during the 
Great Depression.  Her remarkable memoir, “The 
Long Loneliness,” tells the story of her conversion 
in her own words.
Contact: The Rev. Dr. Jordan Hylden
jhylden@smec.org • 713-830-4106

“The Long Loneliness” by Dorothy Day

Join in the dialogue!

Led by the Rev. Dr. Jordan Hylden

In his 20th season as Music Director and Conductor of the Houston Civic Symphony, 
Brian Runnels brings decades of experience. He first conducted the Symphony 

in 1979 as Apprentice Conductor and has since led orchestras, musical theatre, 
oratorio, and opera across several states. He retired from teaching in 2023 after 36 

years, including service as Professor of Music at Houston Christian University.

Contact:  Dr. David Henning  •  dhenning@smec.org  •  713-985-3820

Friday, Jan. 23 • 7 p.m. • The Church
Free admission
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OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

Dr. David Henning
Director of Music and Parish Organist
dhenning@smec.org

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Choral Director of the Adult Choir
klathrom@smec.org

Mrs. Hannah Fox
Associate Organist
hcen@smec.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries
cnelson@smec.org

Vestry Executive Committee

Ms. Sherrie Perkins, Senior Warden
Mr. Logan Walters, Junior Warden
Mrs. Susan McConn, Missions Chair
Mr. David Leonard, Treasurer
Mrs. Courtney Schilling, Clerk
Mr. Dan Meyer, Senior Council President
Mr. Bob Heston, Jr., Parish Stewardship Chair
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mr. Scott Anderson
Mrs. Hunter Bell
Mrs. Kathy Bennett
Mrs. Summer Craig
Mr. Mike Fuqua
Mr. Will Hedges
The Hon. Edith Jones
Mr. John Maclay, Jr.
Mrs. Debbie Robinson
Mr. Milton West

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, III, Special Counsel to 
the Vestry*

Mr. Charles Kraft, Senior Council Representative 
2025-2026

Mr. Steff en van Keppel, Senior Council 
Representative 2025-2026

Mrs. Moira Davis, Altar Guild President
2025-2026

Mrs. Whitney Gormley, ECW President
2025-2026

Mr. Jim Drew, Men of St. Martin’s President
2025-2026

Mr. John Sutherland, Usher Representative
2024-2026

*Denotes Associate Vestry fi lled at the discretion of the Rector

ST. MARTIN’S VESTRY

Mrs. Rozlyn Cline
Director of Children’s Ministry
rmcline@smec.org

Mrs. Kathy Johnson
Director of Membership
kjohnson@smec.org

Mrs. Barbara Piana
Verger and Worship Coordinator
bpiana@smec.org

SUNDAY PROGRAM STAFF

Mrs. Courtney Schilling
Vestry Representative
Evening

Mr. Mike Fuqua
Vestry Representative
Morning



OUR CLERGY

The Rev. Dane E. Boston
Rector
lhough@smec.org

The Rev. Martin J. Bastian
Vice-Rector
mbastian@smec.org

The Rev. Lisa R. Neilson
Vicar for Pastoral Care
lneilson@smec.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham III
Associate for Children and
Family Ministries
agraham@smec.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Riverway and
Discipleship Ministries
rwarning@smec.org

The Rev. Dr. Jordan L. Hylden
Associate for Christian Education
jhylden@smec.org

The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Associate for Spiritual Formation and 
Pastoral Ministries
scox@smec.org

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Miller
Pastoral Assistant
emiller@smec.org

The Rev. Gregory W. Cross
Curate
gcross@smec.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@smec.org

Jesus, The Christ
The Head of This Church

s m e c . o r g
717 Sage Road
Houston, TX 77056
713-621-3040


