A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

December 21, 2025

OUR MISSION

To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, love, and
serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed into spiritually renewed
disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one another and the world.
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WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN'S
IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST,
WELCOME.

Jesus’ first words to His earliest disciples were very simple, “Come, follow
Me ...” (Matthew 4:19) It was a gentle invitation to take seriously the
wonderful journey of faith found in Christ. For more than 2,000 years,
people of all ages have responded to that invitation through a personal
decision to follow Jesus Christ in a community of prayer, study and service.
St. Martin’s is just such a place.

St. Martin’s is a member Church in the Diocese of Texas, The Episcopal
Church in the United States of America and the greater worldwide
Anglican Communion consisting of more than 100 million people. Our
Parish Church considers it a tremendous honor to be a place where men,
women, youth and children can grow in their personal relationship with
our Lord, come to know and use their own spiritual gifts, and discover a
personal ministry to be expressed both in the Church, the greater Houston
area and beyond.

We want to invite you to participate in our worship services and as many of
our activities and ministries as your own commitments and time will allow.

Prayer Before Worship

O Lord, we thank You that You have called us as members of Your
family into this beautiful house of God. Grant that here we may feel
Your presence and the beauty of Your peace, and that, as we return to
our homes and work, we may sense Your guiding hand and loving care
and be used in the service of our neighbors, our nation and the world,
and all You send our way, through Him Who came not to condemn the
world but to save it, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

NOTICES
o St. Martin’s is a gun-free Campus.
o 10 use a hearing assisted device, see one of our Ushers.
o St. Martin’s asks that anyone coming into a worship service not bring oversized or large backpacks.
o Please silence all cell phones when entering The Church and also refrain from texting.
Thank you for being respectful of God and others as we spend time together in worship.

* indicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers.



CONNECTING WITH ST. MARTIN'S

If you are visiting today, please fill out a Welcome Card [
from the pew rack to place in the offering plate, or
complete it online by scanning the QR code or visiting
smec.org/visitor-card. Please introduce yourself to
one of our Clergy and we will be in touch to let you know more
about our Parish Family.

Seeking membership in a parish is a very important step and it is
our goal to support your understanding of our Parish, its ministries
and your place in the life of St. Martin’s. Our membership process
begins by attending one of our quarterly Membership 101 classes.

Contact: Kathy Johnson ¢ 713-985-3834 ¢ kjohnson@smec.org

ST. MARTIN'S IS HERE FOR YOU

The Church 1s open for viewing Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

For general questions, contact the Reception Desk at 713-621-3040
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For pastoral concerns during Reception Desk hours, contact 713-985-
3817 or pastoralcare@smec.org.
For pastoral emergencies when the Reception Desk is closed, call 713-

621-3040 and follow the prompts to reach the priest on call.

For prayer requests, contact the prayer request line at 713-830-4124
or Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or vrivera@smec.org.

For death notifications and funerals, contact Cyndy Ensign at
713-985-3808 or censign@smec.org.



A FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS AND CAROLS

Claude Daquin

The people stand as the procession begins.

HYMN IN PROCESSION 83
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Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802—1880) and others; Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att.

John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.

THE BIDDING PRAYER

The Officiant

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and
delight to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind
to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,
and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes
of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us celebrate the
yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and
goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church
for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this
time remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry
and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the
unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not
the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his
heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and
all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater
light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the
Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore
are one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of
heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us, devoutly

kneeling: 5



THE LORD’'S PRAYER (kneel)

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Officiant: ~ The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.
People: And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.

All:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

LESSON I: ADAM AND EVE REBEL AGAINST GOD
AND ARE CAST OUT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN

Genesis 3:8-15, KJV — Read by Reede Robinson, Master Acolyte

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden. And the LORD God called to Adam, and
said unto him, “Where art thou?” And he said, “I heard thy
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself.” And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, “The
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat.” And the LORD God said unto the
woman, “What is this that thou hast done? And the woman
said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” And the
LORD God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of
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the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (b. 1920); Music: Bereden vig fiir Herran, melody from
Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; Copyright: Words: © 1982, Charles P. Price.

Please be seated.

LESSON II: GOD ESTABLISHES A COVENANT
WITH ABRAHAM
Genesis 22:15-18, KJV — Read by India Graham, Young Singers

And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time, and said, “By myself have I sworn,
saith the LORD, for because thou has done this thing, and
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I
will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
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shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because

thou hast obeyed my voice.”

Reader:
People:

5

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 93 (stand)
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Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.; Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879).

Please be seated.
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LESSON IIl: THE PROPHET ISAIAH FORETELLS
THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, KJV — Read by David Stockwell, Adult Choir

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light:
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son 1s given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder;
and his name shall be called “Wonderful, Counsellor, The
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no
end, and upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751); Music: Richmond, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816);
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harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971).

Please be seated.
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LESSON IV: THE ONE WHO IS TO RULE [SRAEL
WILL BE BORN IN THE VILLAGE OF BETHLEHEM
Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9, KJV — Read by Moira Davis, Altar Guild President

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of
the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make
him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: With
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity
for the meek of the earth: The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw
like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’
den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain:
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as
the waters cover the sea.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM e “A Spotless Rose”
Herbert Howells

A spotless Rose 1s blowing, sprung from a tender root, of ancient seers’
foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit; Its fairest bud unfolds to light amid
the cold, cold winter, and in the dark midnight. The Rose which I am
singing, whereof Isaiah said, is from its sweet root springing in Mary,
purest Maid; For through our God’s great love and might, the Blessed
Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night.

Text: 14th century origin. Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1923). © 1919 Stainer & Bell Ltd. Reproduced by permission of Stainer & Bell Ltd.,
London, and Galazy Music Corporation, New York. ARR.

LESSON V: THE ANGEL GABRIEL ANNOUNCES
TO THE VIRGIN MARY THAT SHE WILL BEAR THE
SON OF THE MOST HIGH

Luke 1:26-38, KJV — Read by Jim McCulloch, Lay Eucharist Minister

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and
the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her,
and said, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women.” And when she
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said
unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with
God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of
his kingdom there shall be no end;” Then said Mary unto
the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”
And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” And Mary said,
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according
to thy word.” And the angel departed from her.

9



Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Lo “Advent Blessing”
Kris Crunk

Bless all you sons and daughters who await the coming child; the only
Son, the Promised One. Who comes to us born in a stable. Bless all the
children of the light, with their brilliant faces. Lift high your candles,
show the night; that Christ overcomes the darkness. Alleluia. The light
of Light overshadows. Brighter than the things of earth, Son of God,
humble birth. Bless all who worship in this place, the coming breath
of heaven. The One whose life and death becomes salvation to the
nations. Alleluia. The light of Light overshadows. Brighter than the
things of earth, Son of God, humble birth. Alleluia.

Text: Randy Cox and Kris Crunk. Music: Kris Crunk. © 2012 Choristers Guild.

LESSON VI: JESUS IS BORN TO THE VIRGIN MARY
Luke 2:1, 3-7, KJV — Read by Whitney Gormley, ECW President

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And
all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
because he was of the house and lineage of David: To be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Words: E.H. Sears; Music: Carol, R.S. Willis.

Please be seated.
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LESSON VII: ANGELS ANNOUNCE TO THE
SHEPHERDS THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR

Luke 2:8-16, KJV — Read by Jim Drew, Men of St. Martin’s President

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the
angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” And it came to
pass as the angels were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the
Lord hath made known unto us.” And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893); Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908).

Please be seated.
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LESSON VIII: WISE MEN FIND THE CHRIST
CHILD AND WORSHIP HIM
Matthew 2:1-11, KJV — Read by Sherrie Perkins, Senior Warden

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to
worship him.” When Herod the king had heard these things,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said
unto him, “In Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Israel.”” Then Herod, when he had
privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time
the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said,
“Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship
him also.” When they had heard the king, they departed; and,
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they
were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

14



HYMN 115 (stand)

-rly 25 91y p
7 5T /

1 What child is this, who, laid w0 rest, an
2 Why lies he in such mean es - tate where
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and  myrrh, come,

2

Bhltf l\'ﬂ ;'f f\' A
== 3t

D ﬁ 1 | I I 1 N h

@ o —— —N T i —— " — i |

: s b i B A A A /
Ma - ry’s lap is sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with
ox and ass are Ibod - ing?  Good Chris - tian, fear: for
peas - ant, king, him;  the King of Kkings sal -

9=ﬂ#pf—p£: JP,fé’?

J } e
"g’;'—!—'w e A L
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Words: W. C. Dix; Music: Greensleeves, English Melody.

All remain standing.
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LESSON IX: JOHN UNFOLDS THE MYSTERY OF
THE INCARNATION

John 1:1-14, KJV — Read by the Rev. Dane E. Boston, Rector

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life
was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and
the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness,
to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and
the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name: Who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN 87
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1 Hark! the her-ald an - gels  sing glo - ry o  the new-born King!
2 Christ, by high-est  heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord;
3 Mild he lays his glo - ry by, bhorn that we  no more may die,
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin-ners rec - on - ciled!
late in tme be - hold him come, off - spring of the Vir-gin’s womb.
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us sec - ond  birth.
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Joy - ful, all ye  na-tions, rise, join  the wi-umph of the skies;
Veiled in  flesh the God-head see; hail thein-car-nate  De -1 - ty.

Risen with heal-ing in  his wings, light and life (o all  he brings,
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with thean-gel - ic  host pro-claim Christ is  born  in  Beth - le - hem!
Pleased as man with us to  dwell; Je - sus, our Em - man-u - el!
haail, the Sun of  Right-eous-ness! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
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Hark! the her-ald  an-gels sing glo - ry to he new-bhorn King!
e e

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.; Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809—1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831—
1915).

e

Please be seated.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFERTORY

ANTHEM oo “Magnificat in G”
Charles Stanford

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For
behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that
1s mighty hath magnified me, and Holy 1s His Name. And his mercy
1s on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath
exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his
mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for
ever. Amen.

Text: Luke 1:46-55. Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924). © 2005 by the Choral Public Domain Library. Used by permission.

SAVE THE DATE
Installation of our New Rector, the Rev. Dane Ethan Boston
Wednesday, Jan. 21 ¢ 6 p.m. ® The Church
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DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS fstand)
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bove  ye heaven- ly host.  Praise I'a - ther, Son, and llo - ly Ghost.
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Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711); Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserle Catholiche Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. Ralph

Vaughan William (1872-1958).

THE PRAYERS (kneet)
THE FINAL COLLECT

Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine
incarnate Word: Grant that the same light, enkindled in our hearts,
may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

All stand.
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Words: Isaac Watts; Music: Antioch, G.F. Handel.
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VOLUNTARY oo “Noel in A”
Claude Daquin

Personal prayers are available at the west Side Chapel after this service.

—I About this Service |—

A Festival of Lessons and Carols originated with an Order drawn up by E. W.
Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, for Christmas Eve 1880, at 10 p.m.
in the wooden shed which then served as his Cathedral in Truro. A.C. Benson
recalled: “My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas
Eve: nine carols and nine tiny lessons.” The suggestion had come from G.M.S.
Walpole, later Bishop of Edinburgh. The present form of the Festival was
first held on Christmas Eve 1918 in King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, and
planned by Eric Milner-White, Dean. Since 1963, a shorter and more informal
service has also been presented on television. The BBC programs, and the long
playing records of the service, have encouraged countless churches throughout
the world to adapt the Festival. Milner-White, however, warned any who
might be tempted to substitute more carols for the lessons: “Its liturgical order
and pattern is the strength of the service; the main theme is the development
of the loving purpose of God from the Creation to the Incarnation through
the windows and words of the Bible: the scriptures, not the carols, are the

backbone.”

..from service leaflet, King’s College Chapel

RECOGNITIONS

MY FLOWERS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD

In thanksgiving for the baptism of Claire Athena Donnelly
by her parents and godparents

In memory of Mary Kate Jacobe
by Nina Jacobe

SYMPATHY
Redl Aug. 19 Joann Kurth Sowell
Dec. 13 Dan Hodges Montgomery
David Henry Ward

To mark any occasion with altar flower dedications, visit smec.org/altar-flowers or
contact Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam at relhakam@smec.org.
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CONTINUING PRAYERS

Individuals are included on the Continuing Prayers list for numerous reasons, some of which may include
recovery from illness, thanksgiving or need for support for special ministry and mission. In addition to
praying for participants in cancer support groups, the Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group and The
Gathering, this week please pray for the following:

Crocket Abraham
Shelly Bain

Ken Beadell

Cory Blackman

Gary Browning

Julia Butler

Karen Tomfohrde Carey
Gene Cooley

Lynne Couste

Linda Craig

Gail Cunningham
Bobby de Sosa

Linda de Sosa
Charlotte Dion

Stacey and John Elliott
Susan Garrett

Judy Gerrish

Nancy Gore

Susan and Aart Gosma
Cynthia Graham

The Rev. Alex Graham
Jeffrey “Shea” Guinn
Bette Haidusek

Nancy Hall

Wayne Hall

Nancy Haywood

Mufh Henschel

Aaron Holbrook

Judy Holcomb

Leota Mae Hopkins
Laurie Howard

Brett Hudson

Denise Hunnell
Wendy Hunt

Naomi Illeman

Sara Jabbari

Mary and Jim Jennings

Susan and Chester Keeton

Dick Kilday
Diane Knutzen

Alex and Trip Larzelere Norma Taylor
Rhea Latta Betty Tutor
Bruce Michael Lee Scarlett and Luke Tyler
Mary Lehman Rose Vaile
Julie Long Van Valentine
John Love Patel Vinod C.
Patrick Maehs Mary Watters
James Masten Cei Anne Whitlock
Jane McAfee Grant Wilborn
Barbara and Bob McClellan Eric Zoerb
Janet McDaniel Angela

Adams McHenry Atticus

Kae Nakisa David

Bob Paddock Henry

Kim Parshall Jane

Colin Peoples Kay

Ophelia Pyjol Lynne

Mary Sommers Pyne Mark

Phyllis Reinhardt Nancy

James Reiss Sally

Blanca and Jason Rivera Stephen

John Roady Susan

J.R. Rodriguez Wayne

Maggie Rodriguez
Hank Roper
Consuelo Saldana
Angela Salinas
Margaret Salinas
Lynne Sanyoto

Sherie Sardis

Bill Schwaiger

Helen and Jim Shaffer
Caroline Shanahan
Clif Shoemake

Terrie Smith

Marc Sony

Mitch Starkey

Dolly Steinman
Michael Stern

Janis and James Stokes

Please be advised that the weeks after Easter and All Saints” Day, this list will be completely redone. To
add or remove someone on the Continuing Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or

vrivera@smec.org.
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CONTINUING PRAYERS

Prayers for those on Active Military Duty in the Armed Forces:

Col. Julian Benton

1LT. Tom Cadwallender
1LT. Yonatan Cadwallender
Capt. Casey Gainer

CDR Bradley Hoffman
LTC Wesley J. Hunnell

Ist Lt. Stephen A. Jeckovich
Major Blake J. Kidd

Lt. Jonathan Lesieur CPO Brian Powell
Charles Lewis Ist Lt. S. Jeffers Shaper
Capt. Jack Mullen CPO Evan Tomlin

Capt. Alex Mullen

PFC Parris F. Owen

SrA James W. Peoples

Lt. Paul Piana

PFC Alex Pickett

Lt. Col. Thomas C. Plant

Cadet George N. Kinder

Please be advised that each year the week after Veterans Day, this list will be completely redone. To add
or remove someone on the Military Service Prayers list, please contact Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or

vrivera@smec.org.

OTHER WORSHIP SERVICES

™1 family table

9:15 a.m. - Parish Life Center

The Family Table service with Holy
Eucharist combines contemporary worship
music with traditional liturgy and is
designed for families with young children.

? RIVERWAY

11:15 a.m. - Parish Life Center

The Riverway Contemporary Service is
both Anglican and modern, offering the
Holy Eucharist in a relaxed service with
contemporary music.

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Morning Prayer - 8:30 a.m.
Evening Prayer - 4:30 p.m.
Christ Chapel
The Daily Office is not offered Dec. 24-Jan. 5.

WEDNESDAY SERVICES

Holy Eucharist © 7 a.m. and noon
Christ Chapel
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NEXT TWO WEEKS AT ST. MARTIN'S

St. Martin’s Campus is closed Thursday and Friday, Dec. 25 and 26, in
observance of the Christmas holiday.

ADULTS

SUNDAY
W8+ Dec. 27 « 8:55 a.m. * Chapel Reception Hall

P Theology for Life Dec. 27 « 70:15 a.m. * Bagby Parish Hall

MONDAY
P Saintly Stitchers Dec. 22 « 70 a.m. * Activity Center Upper Hall East

TUESDAY
P Rector’s Bible Study Dec. 23 « Noon  Student Life Center

STUDENTS

SUNDAY
P Sunday Get-Togethers Dec. 27  70:15 a.m. » Student Life Center

» Youth Choir Dec. 27 « 70:15 a.m. » Children’s Life Center

CHILDREN

SUNDAY
P Childcare Dec. 27 and 28 » 8 a.m. » Children’s Life Center

»Young Singers Dec. 27 « 8:30 a.m. « Children’s Life Center

VISIT SMEC.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

smec.org/ smec.org/ smec.org/
learn events outreach
Christian Education Upcoming Events Outreach Opportunities
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ST. MARTIN'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

CELEBRATE

CHRISTEMAS

AT ST. MARTIN S

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES | Wednesday, Dec. 24
Family Table Service 9:15a.m. * Parish Life Center
Christmas Pageant 17 a.m.* « The Church

Traditional Services 1, 3:30% 6 and 8:30 p.m. + The Church

Riverway Service 1:30 p.m., Carols Sing-along
2 p.m.”, Worship Service * Parish Life Center

Christmas Eve childcare available for six-week-olds through three-year-olds
Jfor all services except 8:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE | Thursday, Dec. 25
11 am.* » The Church

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS | Sunday, Dec. 28

Traditional Spoken Service
8am. *» The Church

Combined Family Table and Traditional Service
9:15 a.m. * The Church

Combined Riverway and Traditional Service
11:1S am.*  The Church

The 6 p.m. service will not be offered in observance of the New Year’s holiday.
Childcare available for six-week-olds through three-year-olds for all services.

* These services will be livestreamed.

Visit smec.org/christmas for more details.
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Celebrate December Birthdays and Anniversaries

4

with Riverway.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

Parish Life Center Narthex
Following the 11:15 a.m. services

We invite everyone who has had a recent birthday or anniversary to
join us in acknowledgement of your special day, and share a dessert
or breakfast item with us. Everyone is welcome!

Contact: Rebekah Maddux El-Hakam  713-830-4146 - relhakam@smec.org

37 EAR_ The Internal Revenue Service requires that,

in order to be tax deductible in 2025, cash,

check or credit card contributions to
END St. Martin’s Episcopal Church must be

received by the Church or postmarked

QIVING by the United States Postal Service no

1 ’ W . later than Wednesday, Dec. 31; this

- includes any payment to your 2025 pledge,
prepayment of your 2026 pledge and
payment of your Building for the Ages
pledge.

The Finance staff is required to check the
postal cancellation dates on all receipts in
early January to ensure our legal compliance
to this rule.

‘ Debbie Hutchison
ST. MARTIN'S dhutchison@smec.org
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 713-98 5—3803
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THE HUMBLE KI

The Life and Teacbmgs of Jesus LK

I Sundays, Jan. 4—Feb. 15
10:15-11a.m. * Bagby Parish Hall

Continuing with the story of the Bible we began last fall with Genesis,
during Epiphany, we’ll focus each week on key aspects of the life and
teachings of Jesus. The King of God’s kingdom has arrived in Israel —
what does He reveal about life together in God’s kingdom? How does
it help us better understand His atoning work on the Cross, which
we’ll study together in Lent?

Contact: Haley Lynch THEOLOGY

hlynch@smec.org - 713-830-4110

ADULT and FAMILY
MISSION TRIP

Salvade’

March 7-12, 2026

Deposit: $300/person « Land Cost: $1,300/person
Scholarships are avaliable!

4 Serve with us. Sign up today.

Registration closes Jan. 20

The El Salvador mission trip, led by the Rev. Gregory Cross during
Spring Break, invites adults and families to serve alongside

St. Martin’s partner organization, Sus Hijos, in meaningful outreach
such as visiting an orphanage, building a home, distributing food
and clothing and ministering to special needs children, all while
growing together in faith.

Unable to join the El Salvador Mission Trip? Support our
missioners and Sus Hijos by purchasing items from our
Amazon list: smec.org/adult-family-trip

Contact: Courtney Kearns - worldmission@smec.org




+CAFE+ "

11a.m.—1:30 p.m.
ST. MARTIN’S Bagby Parish Hall

Enjoy hot grab and go meals
Monday—Wednesday and lunch plate
entreés on Thursdays.

Come by and discover delicious View the menu at
specialties prepared daily by our smec.org/cafe

café team.

Questions?
Contact cafe@smec.oryg.

Join us during the week for a Strength Training - Walk-it-Off
variety of classes. Our most popular  Core and More - Tai Chi

classes often fill upt Line Dancing with Britt - Zumba
Watercolor Painting - Chair Yoga
Total Body Stretch

Contact: activitycenter@smec.org
713-985-3835
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OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

SUNDAY PROGRAM STAFF

Dr. David Henning
Director of Music and Parish Organist
dhenning@smec.org

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Choral Director of the Adult Choir
klathrom@smec.org

Mrs. Hannah Fox
Associate Organist

hcen@smec.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries
cnelson@smec.org

ST. MARTIN'S VESTRY

Vestry Executive Committee

Ms. Sherrie Perkins, Senior Warden

Mr. Logan Walters, Junior Warden

Mrs. Susan McConn, Missions Chair

Mr. David Leonard, Treasurer

Mrs. Courtney Schilling, Clerk

Mr. Dan Meyer, Senior Council President

Mr. Bob Heston, Jr., Parish Stewardship Chair
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mr. Scott Anderson
Mrs. Hunter Bell
Mrs. Kathy Bennett
Mrs. Summer Craig
Mr. Mike Fuqua

Mr. Will Hedges

The Hon. Edith Jones
Mr. John Maclay, Jr.
Mrs. Debbie Robinson
Mr. Milton West
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Mrs. Rozlyn Cline
Director of Children’s Ministry

rmcline@smec.org
Mrs. Kathy Johnson
Director of Membership
kjohnson@smec.org
Mrs. Barbara Piana

Verger and Worship Coordinator

bpiana@smec.org

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, 111, Special Counsel to
the Vestry*

Mr. Charles Kraft, Senior Council Representative
20252026

Mr. Steffen van Keppel, Senior Council
Representative 20252026

Mrs. Moira Davis, Altar Guild President
20252026

Mrs. Whitney Gormley, ECW President
20252026

Mr. Jim Drew, Men of St. Martin’s President
20252026

Mr. John Sutherland, Usher Representative
2024-2026

*Denotes Associate Vestry filled at the discretion of the Rector

Mrs. Debbie Robinson
Vestry Representative



OUR CLERGY

Jesus, The Christ
The Head of This Church

The Rev. Dane E. Boston
Rector
lhough@smec.org

The Rev. Martin J. Bastian
Vice-Rector
mbastian@smec.org

The Rev. Lisa R. Neilson
Vicar for Pastoral Care
Ineilson@smec.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham III
Associate for Children and

Family Ministries
agraham@smec.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Riverway and
Discipleship Ministries
rwarning@smec.org

The Rev. Dr. Jordan L. Hylden
Associate for Christian Education
Jjhylden@smec.org

The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Associate for Spiritual Formation and
Pastoral Ministries

scox@smec.org

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Miller
Pastoral Assistant
emiller@smec.org

The Rev. Gregory W. Cross
Curate
geross@smec.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@smec.org

717 Sage Road
Houston, TX 77056

SMEC.ORG




