
A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE 
ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE HILL COUNTRY FLOODS

July 4, 2026

our mission
To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible to know, love, and 
serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and to be transformed into spiritually renewed 

disciples of Jesus who know, love and serve one another and the world.



WELCOME

Welcome to St. Martin’s for this service of remembrance and hope. 

One year ago, our community began to grapple with the news of 
the unthinkable tragedy unfolding in the Hill Country. Many people 
gathered here, in this Church, to bring their grief and heartbreak 
before God. In the days and weeks following the flood, many more 
people gathered here in love and support of bereaved families, and 
to cleave to “the sure and certain hope of resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Now, on this f irst anniversary of the Hill Country f loods, we 
gather again in the Lord’s house. We bring, still, our grief and our 
heartbreak. We stand, still, in love and support for the families and 
friends who continue to mourn the loss of their loved ones. And we 
cleave, always, to the unshakeable hope of God’s love made known 
to us in Jesus. 

Thank you for being here today for this special service. We recognize 
that different people mourn in different ways and at different times. 
It may be that your grief is too great for you to stand and sing this 
morning. Please know that we are with you while you sit weeping. 
It may be that your heartbreak is mingled with anger and confusion 
at the scale of this tragedy. Please know that you may bring those 
feelings — and all of your feelings — to the Lord in prayer, and to any 
of the Clergy of this Parish, who will be available near the baptismal 
font for personal prayer after this service. 

We gather today not because we can understand or explain away 
the ongoing suffering caused by this great loss, but because in Jesus 
Christ the God we serve has promised to be present with us in the 
midst of our loss — and as His people we are called to be present for 
one another, too. Let us, then, show kindness, grace, and respect to 
all who are gathered this day, however their grief may be manifest. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, by 
the power of His Holy Spirit. 

The Rev. Dane E. Boston, Rector
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WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN’S

Welcome to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in this Season after Pentecost! 

“Ordinary Time” is the name the Church gives to this long season, and 
it’s easy to see why. Green is the color adorning the Clergy and the altar, 
matching the green of trees and grass adorning God’s creation in summer. 
Kids are off  from school. Folks go on vacation, or hunker down in air 
conditioning to try to beat the Houston heat. And it can indeed all feel a 
little sleepier, a little more relaxed, and a little more, well, ordinary. 

But the truth is that every week at St. Martin’s is extraordinary. For 
every Sunday we gather to proclaim the extraordinary Good News that 
Jesus Christ is risen and we are free from Sin and Death. Every week the 
people of this Parish continue to live that news in their daily lives. Every 
week, even in summer, the ministries of St. Martin’s continue to bless our 
community through inspiring worship, faithful service, loving care, and 
engaging learning. 

Welcome to St. Martin’s in this extraordinary time. We are glad that you 
are here for worship today, and this summer we invite you to engage more 
deeply in the extraordinary ministries of this extraordinary Parish!

The Rev. Dane E. Boston, Rector 

Prayer Before Worship

Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great high priest, as thou wast present 
with thy disciples, and be known to us in the opening of the Scriptures 
and in the breaking of bread; who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Notices
• St. Martin’s is a gun-free Campus.
• To use a hearing assisted device, see one of our Ushers.
• St. Martin’s asks that anyone coming into a worship service not bring oversized or large backpacks.
• Please silence all cell phones when entering The Church and also refrain from texting.

Thank you for being respectful of God and others as we spend time together in worship.

X indicates when latecomers may be seated so as not to disturb other worshipers.

CONNECTING WITH ST. MARTIN’S

For general questions, contact the Reception Desk at 713-621-3040  
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For pastoral concerns during Reception Desk hours, contact 713-985-
3817 or pastoralcare@smec.org.
For pastoral emergencies when the Reception Desk is closed, call 713-
621-3040 and follow the prompts to reach the priest on call.

For prayer requests, contact the prayer request line at 713-830-4124 
or Valerie Rivera at 713-985-3817 or vrivera@smec.org.

For death notif ications and funerals, contact Cyndy Ensign at 
713-985-3808 or censign@smec.org.

If you’re visiting today, we’re so glad you’re here! Please 
fill out a Welcome Card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate or scan the QR code to connect 
with us.

We’d love to meet you, so please introduce yourself to one of our 
Clergy or come by the Greeter Welcome booth in the Narthex 
before or after the service. Interested in making St. Martin’s your 
Church home? Our Membership 101 classes are a great place to 
learn more about our Parish.
Contact: Katharine Perrow • 713-985-3834 • kperrow@smec.org

ST. M ARTIN’S IS HERE FOR YOU

SUPPORT ST. MARTIN’S

To make an online donation, scan the QR code or visit 
smec.org/give. You can also pledge to the Stewardship 
Campaign and discover other ways to support this Parish.
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MORNING PRAYER 
As found beginning on page 37 in the Book of Common Prayer

VOLUNTARY .........................“Chant de Paix (‘Song of Peace’)”
Jean Langlais

The people stand as the procession begins.

XHYMN	.....................................................“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”

Text: Horatius Bonar (1808 -1889), alt. 2nd vs. adapted by Keith Lathrom. Music: Kingsfold, English folk melody; adapt. Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (1872-1958).

The Officiant begins the service with this sentence of Scripture
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.	 Philippians 1:2

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The Officiant says to the people
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty 
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, 
to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  
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And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended 
against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon 
us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou 
those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared 
unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
The Priest alone stands and says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 
of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
All stand.

Officiant:	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
People:	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant:	 The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:
People:	 O come, let us adore him.
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XHYMN 645 ................................“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877); para. Psalm 23; Music: St. Columba, Irish melody, harm. Hymnal 1982.

All are seated and join in singing the Psalm.
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THE PSALM ................................................Psalm 121, Coverdale

1	 I will lift up mine eyes | unto • the | hills * 
		  from | whënce | cometh • my | help.
2	 My help cometh even | from the | Lord *
		  who | hath made | heaven • and | earth.
3	 He will not suffer thy | foot to • be | moved *
		  and he that | keepeth • thee | will not | sleep.
4	 Behold, he that | keepeth | Israel *
		  shall | neither | slumber • nor | sleep.
5	 The Lord himself | is thy | keeper *
		  the Lord is thy defence up-| on thy | rïght | hand;
6	 So that the sun shall not | burn thee • by | day *
		  neither the | möon | bÿ | night.
7	 The Lord shall preserve thee | from all | evil *
		  yea, it is even | he that • shall | keep thy | soul.
8	 The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy | coming | in *
		  from this time | forth for | ever-| more.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON ................. Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness. “The 
Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The 
Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It 
is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For 
the Lord will not cast off for ever, but, though he cause grief, he will 
have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for 
he does not willingly afflict or grieve the sons of men.

Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

XHYMN 379 ...............................................................................“God Is Love”
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Words: Timothy Rees (1874–1939), alt.; Music: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907–1991); Copyright: Words: Copyright held by 
A. R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd. Music: Copyright © 1942, renewed 1970 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission.

Please be seated.

THE SECOND LESSON ........Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the spirit of sonship. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is the Spirit himself 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; who is to condemn? 
Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us? Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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All stand and join in singing the hymn.

XHYMN 7 ...................................... “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

Words:  Charles Wesley (1707–1788); Music:  Ratisbon, melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; adapt. att. William Henry 
Havergal (1793–1870); harm. William Henry Havergal (1793–1870), alt.
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XTHE APOSTLES’ CREED
Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
		  born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried.
	 He descended into hell.
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.
	 He ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
The People stand or kneel

Officiant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant:	 Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Deacon or other leader says
For our brothers and sisters who died one year ago, let us pray to 
our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection and I am Life.”

Lord, thou didst console Martha and Mary in their distress; draw 
near to us who mourn and dry the tears of those who weep. 
Hear us Lord.

Thou didst weep at the grave of Lazarus, thy friend; comfort us in 
our sorrow. 
Hear us Lord.

Thou didst raise the dead to life; give to our departed brothers and 
sisters eternal life. 
Hear us Lord.

Thou didst promise paradise to the thief who repented; bring our 
brothers and sisters to the joys of heaven. 
Hear us Lord.

Our brothers and sisters were washed in Baptism and anointed with 
thy Holy Spirit; give them fellowship with all thy saints. 
Hear us Lord.

They were nourished with thy Body and Blood; grant them a place 
at the table in thy heavenly kingdom. 
Hear us Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brothers and sisters; 
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.
Silence may be kept.

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to thee our brothers and sisters, 
who were reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant 
that their deaths may recall to us thy victory over death, and be an 
occasion for us to renew our trust in thy Father’s love. Give us, we 
pray, the faith to follow where thou hast led the way; and where thou 
liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages 
of ages. Amen.
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THE COLLECTS
The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects
O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be 
numbered: Make us, we beseech thee, deeply sensible of the shortness 
and uncertainty of life; and let thy Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; that, when we shall have served thee in our 
generation, we may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony 
of a good conscience; in the communion of the Catholic Church; in the 
confidence of a certain faith; in the comfort of a reasonable, religious, 
and holy hope; in favor with thee our God; and in perfect charity with 
the world. All which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everliving God, we yield unto thee most high praise and 
hearty thanks for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all thy 
saints, who have been the choice vessels of thy grace, and the lights of 
the world in their several generations; most humbly beseeching thee 
to give us grace so to follow the example of their steadfastness in thy 
faith, and obedience to thy holy commandments, that at the day of the 
general resurrection, we, with all those who are of the mystical body 
of thy Son, may be set on his right hand, and hear that his most joyful 
voice: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” Grant this, O Father, for 
the sake of the same thy Son Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen.

Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, 
we pray thee, with all those who mourn, that casting every care on 
thee, they may know the consolation of thy love; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

Please be seated.
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ANTHEM ...............................“Children of the Heavenly Father”
arr. Dan Forrest

Children of the heavenly Father safely in His bosom gather; Nestling 
bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. God His own 
doth tend and nourish; in His holy courts they flourish. From all evil 
things He spares them, in His mighty arms He bears them. Neither 
life nor death shall ever from the Lord His children sever; Unto them 
His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth, Though He 
giveth or He taketh, God His children never forsaketh; His the loving 
purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.
Text: Karolina W. Sandell-Berg. Music: Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara, Traditional Swedish Melody arr. Dan Forrest (ASCAP) © 2011 Beckenhorst 
Press, Inc. 

THE SERMON

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
The Officiant and People kneeling
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness 
and loving kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope 
of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy 
mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that 
we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen.
Then may be said
V.	 Let us bless the Lord.
R.	 Thanks be to God.
The Officiant may then conclude with
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.	 Romans 15:13

All stand.



14

HYMN 665............................“All My Hope on God is Founded”

Words: Robert Semour Bridges (1844-1930), alt. after Joachim Neander (1650-1680); Music: Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983).

VOLUNTARY ......................................... “Allabreve in D Major”
Johann Sebastian Bach

Personal prayers available at West Side Chapel near Baptismal font after service
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5025 Riverway   |  (713) 871-1004   |   hopeandhealingcenter.org

Transforming lives, 
restoring hope
Learn about the services HHCI can provide 
you or a loved one experiencing grief or 
loss, battling depression 
or addiction, or 
needing 
mental health 
resources.

Find our 
beautiful 
facility here on 
St. Martin’s 
Campus!

Need someone to talk to?
The Hope Line is open daily from 5-8 p.m. 

Support is available in English and Spanish. 

Call 832-831-7337.
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Ps a l m 23

The Lord is my shepherd
I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
	 he leadeth me beside still waters.
He restoreth my soul;
	 he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his 
				    Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
	 for thou art with me;
	 thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
				    mine enemies;
	 thou anointest my head with oil;
	 my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
				    of my life;
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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OUR STAFF AND VESTRY

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Director of Music
klathrom@smec.org

Mrs. Hannah Fox
Associate Organist
hcen@smec.org

Ms. Carole Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Music Ministries
cnelson@smec.org

Vestry Executive Committee

Mrs. Susan McConn, Senior Warden
Mr. David Leonard, Junior Warden
Mrs. Kathy Bennett, Missions Chair
Mr. Mike Fuqua, Treasurer
Mrs. Debbie Robinson, Vestry Stewardship Liaison
Mr. John Maclay, Jr., Clerk
Ms. Sherrie Perkins, Senior Council President
Mr. Andy Harvin, Chancellor*

Vestry Members
Mr. Scott Anderson
Mrs. Hunter Bell
Mrs. Summer Craig
Miss Samantha Hutchison
Mr. David Jones
The Hon. Edith Jones
Mr. David Kinder
Mr. James Williams
Mrs. Greta Zimmerman

Associate Members

The Hon. James A. Baker, III, Special Counsel to 
the Vestry*

Mrs. Diane Campbell, Senior Council 
Representative 2026-2027

Mr. Ed Frank, Senior Council Representative
2026-2027

Mrs. Mary Williams, Altar Guild President
2026-2027

Mrs. Laurie Moreland, ECW President
2026-2027

Mr. Jim Drew, Men of St. Martin’s President
2026-2027

Mr. Ted Carpenter, Usher Representative
2026-2027

*Denotes Associate Vestry fi lled at the discretion of the Rector

ST. MARTIN’S VESTRY

Mrs. Rozlyn Cline
Director of Children’s Ministry
rmcline@smec.org

Mrs. Katharine Perrow
Director of Membership
kperrow@smec.org

Mrs. Barbara Piana
Verger and Worship Coordinator
bpiana@smec.org

SUNDAY PROGRAM STAFF
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