CHORAL EVENSONG

The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost
October 18, 2026 4 p.m.

In the Name of Christ Jesus, welcome to Choral Evensong at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church!
May all who gather here be nourished by this service of prayer, scripture, sermon, and music.

A Prayer Before Worship

ALMIGHTY GOD, who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of

supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to thee, from coldness of heart and
wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may wor-
ship thee in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer, p. 833

Organ Prelude

“Fantasia on Wondrous Love” David Hurd (b. 1950)

The People stand for the Hymn in Procession



Hymn in Procession
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brings re - lease, and the cd - ty’s crowd - ed clang - or
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purge thls land of bit - ter things; sol - ace all its
cries a - loud for sin  to cease; and the home - steads
with the rich - ness of thy word; cleanse the bo - dy
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wide do - min - ion with  the heal - ing of  thy wings.
and the  wood-lands plead in si - lence for their peace.
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Words: Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918), alt.

Music: Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl
Gottseligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693



Opening Sentence

WILL BLESS THE LORD who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after
night. [ have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not

fall.

Psalm 16:7,8

Preces and Responses

Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:

O Lord, open thou our lips.

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

LORY BE TO THE FATHER, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Officiant: Praise ye the Lord.

Choir:

The Lord’s name be praised.

Setting by Philip Radcliffe (1905-1986)

The People are seated as the Choir sings the Appointed Psalm



Appointed Psalm
Psalm 93

Dominus regnavit

HE LORD IS KING, and hath put on glorious apparel: the Lord hath put on his

apparel, and girded himself with strength. He hath made the round world so sure:
that it cannot be moved. Ever since the world began hath thy seat been prepared: thou
art from everlasting. The flouds are risen, O Lord, the flouds have lift up their voice: the
flouds lift up their waves. The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly: but yet the
Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mightier. Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure: holiness
becometh thine house for ever.

All stand

LORY BE TO THE FATHER, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Setting by George Alexander Macfarren (1813-1887)

All sit for the first lesson

“Jesus Stilling the Tempest” Paul Gustave Doré
(1832-1883)



The First Lesson

Jeremiah 29:1,4-14

OW THESE ARE THE WORDS of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from

Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to
the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried
away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem unto Babylon; build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat
the fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your
sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that
ye may be increased there, and not diminished. And seek the peace of the city whither
I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the
peace thereof shall ye have peace.

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your di-
viners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which
ye cause to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent
them, saith the Lord.

For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit
you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. For I
know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray
unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the Lord: and I will
turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the
places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you again into the place
whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

Lector: Here endeth the lesson.

All stand for the Song of Mary



The Song of Mary
“Magnificat in G” Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

Y SOUL DOTH MAGNIFY THE LORD, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my

Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble
and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty
away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

LORY BE TO THE FATHER, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

All sit for the second lesson

The Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

OREOVER, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fa-

thers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all
drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them:
and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they
were overthrown in the wilderness.

Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as
they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people
sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some
of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur
ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thin-
keth he standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it.

Lector: Here endeth the lesson.



All stand for the Song of Simeon

The Song of Simeon

“Nunc Dimittis in G” Charles Villiers Stanford

ORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, according to thy

word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the
face of all people, To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people
Israel.

LORY BE TO THE FATHER, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

Officiant and People together

BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Lesser Litany

Philip Radcliffe

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
Choir: And with thy spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.

The People kneel

Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer

UR FATHER, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Suffrages

Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:
Officiant:
Choir:

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.

And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the State.

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.

And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



Collect of the Day

LMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among

the nations: Preserve the works of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of thy Name; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Collect for Peace

GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed;

Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that both our hearts
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness, through the merits of Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Collect for Aid against All Perils

IGHTEN OUR DARKNESS, we beseech thee, O Lord, and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night, for the love of thy only Son, our Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Authorized Intercessions



The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

LMIGHTY GOD, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants, do give thee

most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of
this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech
thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly
thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by
giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righ-
teousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

The Officiant continues

LMIGHTY GOD, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our

common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlast-
ing. Amen.

Benedicamus Domino

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sentence of Scripture
The Officiant continues

HE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the love of God, and the fellowship

of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

10



Welcome and Announcements

Sermon The Rev. Dane E. Boston

The Officiant bids the Offering

Anthem at the Offering

“Love Bade Me Welcome” Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

OVE BADE ME WELCOME; yet my soul drew back, Guilty of dust and sin. But

quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack From my first entrance in, Drew nearer to
me, sweetly questioning If I lack’d anything. “A guest,” I answer’d, “worthy to be here:”
Love said, “You shall be he.” “I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, I cannot look on
Thee.” Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, “Who made the eyes but I?” “Truth,
Lord, but I have marr’d them: let my shame Go where it doth deserve.” “And know
you not,” says Love, “Who bore the blame?” “My dear, then I will serve.” “You must sit
down,” says Love, “and taste my meat.” So I did sit and eat.

Love (I1I), George Herbert (1593-1633)

During the Anthem, Ushers will come forward to collect member pledges
and donations. While visitors are never expected to give, all donations are
welcome. Offerings support Choral Evensong and St. Martin’s ministries.

Contributions may also be made online by visiting smec.org/give or by scan-
ning the QR code. Thank you for your generous support!

The People kneel for the Benediction

Benediction

Following the Benediction,
all stand for the final hymn
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Hymn
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Words: Att. Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153); tr. and para. Ray Palmer (1808-1887), alt.

Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol Jr. (1923-1979)

Organ Postlude

“Prelude and Fugue in G Major” BWV 541 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
The Ministers and Choir depart
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Next Week - October 25

O/ AITERA/

In Concert
4 p.m. in the Church

Free Admission

Join us next week as we welcome Ensemble Altera to St. Martin’s for an evening of
profound choral music sung by one of the United States” premier professional chamber
choirs! This concert is the final stop on the group’s Texas Tour, and you will not want to
miss the opportunity to hear a sound the BBC described as “something extraordinary”.

Listen here!

This performance will take place in lieu of Choral Evensong and is open to the public
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Welcome to St. Martin’s

In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, welcome to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church!

We are so grateful that you are worshipping with us today. Everything that this vibrant
Parish does flows from the worship of our Lord. Our service times and styles may vary,
but through the riches of our Anglican tradition, they are all offered for the same ultimate
purpose: to glorify our God and Father, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ His Son,
and to rejoice in the life-changing power of the Holy Spirit.

Whether you are here for the very first time or have been attending St. Martin’s for de-
cades, I invite you to explore our many daily and weekly opportunities for worship,
learning, fellowship, and service. We are a community where people of every age and
stage of life are met by Jesus and deepen their relationship with Him. Join us as we open
God’s Word in Bible studies large and small, gather in nourishing, nurturing care for one
another, and reach out to show God’s love in tangible ways to our brothers and sisters
here in Houston, and around the globe.

Come, worship the Lord, and grow with us. Welcome to St. Martin’s!

The Rev. Dane E. Boston, Rector

Evensong Staff

Mr. Keith Lathrom
Director of Music
klathrom@smec.org

Mr. John Meier Mrs. Barbara Piana
Principal Organist Verger and Worship Services Coordinator
jmeier@smec.org bpiana@smec.org
Mrs. Hannah Fox Mr. Patrick Perez
Associate Organist Cantor and Music Ministry Coordinator
hcen@smec.org paperez@smec.org
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Join Us for Worship

Traditional Services with Choir

Holy Eucharist: Rite One - 9 a.m. in the Church - First Sunday of Every Month

Morning Prayer - 9 a.m. in the Church - Second through Fifth Sundays of Every Month

Holy Eucharist: Rite One with Children’s Chapel - 11:15 a.m. in the Church - Every Sunday

Contemporary Worship
Family Table - 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Life Center - Every Sunday

Riverway with Children’s Chapel - 11:15 a.m. in the Parish Life Center - Every Sunday

Spoken Holy Eucharist: Rite One
8 a.m. & 6 p.m. in the Church - Every Sunday
7 a.m. & noon in Christ Chapel - Every Wednesday

The Daily Office (Morning and Evening Prayer)
8:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. in Christ Chapel - Monday through Friday

Our Vestry

Executive Committee Members Associate Members

Mrs. Susan McConn* Mor. Scott Anderson The Hon. James A. Baker III
Mr. David Leonard Mrs. Hunter Bell Mrs. Diane Campbell

Mrs. Kathy Bennett Mrs. Summer Craig Mr. Ed Frank

Mr. Mike Fuquat Miss Samantha Hutchison =~ Mrs. Mary Williams

Mrs. Debbie Robinson Mr. David Jones Mrs. Laurie Moreland

Mr. John Maclay Jr. The Hon. Edith Jones Mr. Jim Drew

Ms. Sherrie Perkins Mr. David Kinder Mr. Ted Carpenter

Mr. Andy Harvin Mr. James Williams

*Senior Warden

Mrs. Greta Zimmerman .
T Vestry Representative
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Our Clergy

Jesus Christ
The Head of the Church

The Rev. Dane E. Boston
Rector
lhough@smec.org

The Rev. Lisa R. Neilson
Vicar for Pastoral Care
Ineilson@smec.org

The Rev. Dr. Andrew T. Grosso
Vice Rector
agrosso@smec.org

The Rev. Alex D. Graham III
Associate for Children and
Family Ministries
agraham@smec.org

The Rev. R. Wesley Arning
Associate for Riverway and
Discipleship Ministries
rwarning@smec.org

The Rev. Sharron L. Cox
Associate for Spiritual Formation
and Pastoral Ministries
scox@smec.org

The Rev. Dr. Jordan L. Hylden
Associate for Christian Education
jhylden@smec.org

The Rev. Andrew S. Hebert
Curate

The Rev. Gregory W. Cross
Associate for Liturgy and Worship

gcross@smec.org

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Miller
Pastoral Assistant
emiller@smec.org

ahebert@smec.org

The Rev. John R. Bentley Jr.
Pastoral Associate
jbentley@smec.org

717 Sage Road
Houston, TX 77056
713-621-3040

SMEC.ORG



